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Introduction 

Charlotte McConaghy, an Australian author based in Sydney, has earned widespread 

acclaim for her evocative storytelling, which blends speculative fiction, romantic thrillers, 

and ecological themes. With a Master's degree in Screenwriting from the Australian Film 

Television and Radio School, she has crafted powerful novels that resonate deeply with 

readers worldwide. Her debut adult literary novel, Migrations, published by Flatiron Books in 

North America and Penguin Random House in Australia and the UK, has been translated into 
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over 25 languages and is set to be adapted into a film. The story follows a woman's quest to 

track the last migratory birds in a world ravaged by environmental collapse, offering a 

poignant exploration of loss and hope. McConaghy’s next novel, Once There Were Wolves, 

became a New York Times Bestseller. Set in the Scottish Highlands, it weaves a gripping 

romantic mystery with the tale of a biologist reintroducing wolves to restore the ecosystem. 

Her upcoming novel, Wild Dark Shore, slated for release on March 4, 2025, continues her 

signature focus on remote landscapes and ecological challenges. This time, McConaghy 

delves into the complexities of parenting amid existential threats, combining emotional depth 

with thrilling storytelling. Through her work, McConaghy captures the fragile beauty of our 

planet while inspiring hope and reflection on humanity’s role in its future. 

 

Literature Review  

Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations exemplifies environmental fiction at its finest, 

delivering a vivid and haunting portrayal of a world on the brink of ecological collapse. As 

Midge Raymond aptly notes, the novel "shows us, in eloquent and vivid prose, what is at 

stake and how the world will change once the animals are lost." Through its central narrative 

and subtle undercurrents, McConaghy masterfully intertwines the personal and the planetary, 

making the losses of wildlife both a driving force of the story and a deeply resonant 

backdrop. This dual approach renders Migrations effective and profoundly moving, urging 

readers to confront the fragility of nature with urgency and empathy. (Midge Raymond) 

Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations paints a mildly dystopian yet chillingly plausible 

future where most of Earth’s wildlife has vanished. Set in an undated but imminent future, 

the novel explores the devastating effects of climate change and biodiversity loss through the 

journey of Franny Stone, a woman determined to follow the last migration of Arctic terns. 
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Eleanor from The Monthly Booking aptly describes the setting where "most of the wildlife on 

Earth has vanished," creating a haunting backdrop for the narrative. Through its richly 

descriptive prose and emotionally charged storyline, Migrations intertwines personal grief 

with ecological collapse, making both themes deeply resonant. McConaghy’s ability to depict 

a world on the brink of devastation is both captivating and unsettling, urging readers to reflect 

on humanity's role in shaping such a future. The novel stands as a powerful call to action, 

blending environmental urgency with a profound exploration of love, loss, and resilience. 

(Eleanor- The monthly booking)  

Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations opens with a stark declaration: “The animals are 

dying. Soon, we will be alone here.” This assertion, as Michael Christie notes, is strikingly 

accepted by readers without question—a testament to the novel’s ability to immerse us in a 

future where the near-total collapse of animal life feels both inevitable and hauntingly real. 

Set in a world where most wildlife has vanished, the story follows Franny Stone as she 

embarks on a journey to track the last migration of Arctic terns. McConaghy’s prose 

intertwines ecological grief with personal loss, creating a narrative that mirrors humanity’s 

self-destructive impulses. The novel’s ability to evoke solemn acceptance of extinction 

underscores its power, making it not just an environmental cautionary tale but also a deeply 

emotional exploration of resilience and hope amid devastation. (Michael Christie) 

Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations transports readers to an all-too-believable future 

where most of Earth’s wildlife has vanished, yet the lessons it imparts are timeless. As Anne 

Logan observes, the novel’s plot allows readers to experience the joy of nature wherever they 

find it, even amidst ecological devastation. Through Franny Stone’s journey to follow the last 

migration of Arctic terns, McConaghy weaves a poignant narrative that blends personal loss 

with environmental collapse. Her lyrical prose evokes both the fragility and resilience of 

nature, reminding us of its enduring beauty and our urgent responsibility to protect it. 
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Migration is a celebration of wildness and connection, offering hope and wonder even as it 

confronts humanity’s role in shaping a precarious future. (Anne Logan) 

Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations defies the conventions of climate fiction, offering a 

story that is as hopeful as it is haunting. While many climate novels lean into urgency and 

didacticism, Kelly Roark notes that Migrations avoids preachiness, instead delivering a 

narrative infused with resilience and quiet optimism. Set in a near-future where most wildlife 

has vanished, the novel follows Franny Stone on her quest to track the last migration of 

Arctic terns. Through lyrical prose and deeply human characters, McConaghy captures both 

the fragility of nature and the enduring beauty of life. Migrations is not just a tale of 

ecological collapse but also a celebration of survival, reminding readers that even in the face 

of loss, hope can take flight. (Kelly Roark) 

 

Reflections from Migration  

In a world where the spectre of extinction looms large, Charlotte McConaghy's haunting 

words resonate: "The animals are dying. Soon we will be alone here" (3 McConaghy) This 

stark reality intertwines with the complex tapestry of human-wildlife conflict, a phenomenon 

that encapsulates the tension between human needs and wildlife survival. Human- wildlife 

conflict, as defined by experts, is a multifaceted issue encompassing the adverse interactions 

between people and wildlife. It manifests in various forms: from threats to human life and 

economic security to the perception of wildlife as a danger to human safety, health, food, and 

property. This conflict arises when human actions negatively impact wildlife or when wildlife 

poses challenges to human interests and well-being. (3 Nyhus) As we stand at the crossroads 

of coexistence and isolation, the urgency to address this conflict has never been greater. The 

increasing frequency and intensity of these encounters not only jeopardize conservation 
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efforts but also threaten the delicate balance of ecosystems worldwide. Without concerted 

efforts to mitigate these conflicts and foster coexistence, we risk a future where McConaghy's 

ominous prediction becomes our reality – a world devoid of the rich tapestry of life that once 

surrounded us. 

In Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations, the stark reality of extinction unfolds: “It’s only 

luck that I’m watching when it happens…. But she knows somehow that she is no longer 

free. The world around her has changed just a little, or a lot” (3 McConaghy) This chilling 

observation highlights the rarity of witnessing wildlife in a world where human actions have 

driven countless species to extinction. As Stuart Pimm and colleagues note, the rate of 

extinction post-human contact is 100 times higher than natural benchmarks, with species 

vanishing at an alarming pace—sometimes as frequently as one per year. The novel 

underscores the devastating impact of humanity as the greatest threat to wildlife, where 

animals instinctively view humans as enemies. McConaghy’s narrative poignantly captures 

the loss of coexistence, leaving readers to grapple with the possibility of a future where 

humans live in isolation, devoid of the vibrant life that once surrounded them. It is both a 

lament for what is lost and a call to reflect on our role in shaping this fragile world. 

McConaghy’s Migrations warns of humanity’s relentless exploitation: “The fish will run out. 

The ocean is nearly empty. (17) You have taken and taken, and now there is nothing left.” 

This mirrors historical patterns, as Stuart Pimm and colleagues note that European 

exploration perpetuated extinction rates akin to those caused by earlier Polynesian expansion. 

Despite repeated warnings, overfishing and poaching persist—whether for survival or 

greed—driving species to extinction and leaving ecosystems on the brink of collapse. The 

past and present are tragically intertwined, highlighting humanity’s failure to learn from its 

destructive legacy. 

Migrations highlights the power of media in driving awareness: “Lately I feel like all I 

see on the news is violent protest rallies at fishing ports around the world—save the fish, save 
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the oceans.” (21) These protests reflect growing urgency to halt ecological destruction, as 

Stuart Pimm and colleagues highlight the alarming extinction rates, with species disappearing 

every few years since human contact in tropical regions. Together, these insights reveal how 

media amplifies critical environmental issues, urging humanity to confront its role in driving 

extinction and to take action before it’s too late. Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations captures 

humanity’s grim familiarity with extinction: “For years now we’ve been watching news 

bulletins about habitat destruction and species after species being declared first endangered 

and then officially extinct.” (24) This echoes Stuart Pimm and colleagues’ findings on Pacific 

islands, where entire terrestrial bird populations vanished, and seabird colonies once 

abundant were decimated. Both highlight the devastating impact of habitat loss and human 

interference, reminding us that extinction is not a distant threat but an unfolding reality 

demanding urgent action. 

Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations delivers a sobering reflection on humanity’s impact: 

“Maybe once upon a time the world could tolerate the way we hunted, the way we devoured, 

but not anymore.” (98) This aligns with Stuart Pimm and colleagues' observation that 

European exploration focused on strategically important islands, causing disproportionate 

biodiversity loss while continental interiors remained less disturbed. The correlation is 

striking—the historical exploitation of islands, with their unique and vulnerable ecosystems, 

mirrors the broader unsustainable practices of today. Both highlight how human 

overexploitation has pushed ecosystems to their breaking point, leaving a legacy of 

irreversible damage. The message is clear: the planet can no longer sustain humanity's 

relentless consumption without drastic change. The novel delivers a powerful critique of 

humanity’s destructive impact on marine ecosystems: “Stop the massacres! Oceans belong to 

fish, not people! End the killing!” (109) This sentiment is echoed in the grim reality of 

longline fishing, which Stuart Pimm and colleagues identify as a major threat to marine life, 

particularly albatrosses. These iconic seabirds, drawn to baited hooks, are often caught and 
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killed, with 15 species now at risk of extinction due to this practice. The novel’s dialogue 

“The fish will come back”- is met with the stark rebuttal, “This is a mass extinction, Ennis. 

They’re not coming back” (117). This captures the irreversible damage caused by human 

exploitation. Longline fishing exemplifies this devastation, endangering not only fish 

populations but also seabirds that depend on healthy oceans. Together, these insights 

highlight an urgent call for sustainable practices to prevent further loss of biodiversity in our 

oceans. 

Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations captures humanity’s apathy toward animals with the 

chilling remark: “Why does it matter where they die, those birds? Because they’ll die one 

way or another, no? And what does it even matter if they do? Makes no difference to us.” 

(114) This indifference is deeply tied to the cascading ecological consequences described by 

Nyhus, where the decline of large predatory animals—often caused by human conflict—

disrupts ecosystems and services vital to biodiversity. The correlation lies in humanity’s 

pervasive domination, which disregards animals' intrinsic value and reduces them to 

expendable resources. This attitude not only accelerates extinction but destabilises 

ecosystems, underscoring the urgent need for a shift in perspective to recognise the 

interconnectedness of all life forms. Without such change, humanity risks isolating itself in a 

barren, unbalanced world. Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations delivers a stark critique of 

humanity’s priorities: “They are being violently and indiscriminately slaughtered by our 

indifference. It has been decided by our leaders that economic growth is more important. That 

the extinction crisis is an acceptable trade for their greed.” (167) This resonates with 

archaeological evidence from Science and the Endangered Species Act, which reveals that 

humans have hunted large mammals for over 100,000 years, marking the beginning of a long 

history of exploitation. The correlation is clear: humanity’s relentless pursuit of resources—

whether for survival or economic gain—has consistently driven species to extinction. From 

ancient hunting practices to modern industrial greed, the pattern remains unchanged. Both 
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sources highlight how human actions, fuelled by indifference and short-term priorities, 

continue to devastate biodiversity, pushing ecosystems toward collapse in the name of 

progress. 

Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations laments humanity’s failure to coexist with nature: 

“That in our self-importance, in our search for meaning, we have forgotten how to share the 

planet that gave us life.” (197) This resonates with findings from Science and the Endangered 

Species Act, which highlight how human activities—such as predation, habitat destruction, 

and the introduction of invasive species—have driven extinctions both historically and today. 

The correlation is clear: humanity’s relentless exploitation of ecosystems has disrupted the 

delicate balance of life, pushing countless species toward extinction. Whether through ancient 

practices or modern industrialisation, the same destructive patterns persist. Both sources 

underscore the urgent need to rethink our relationship with the natural world before 

irreparable damage leaves us isolated on a planet stripped of its biodiversity. Charlotte 

McConaghy’s Migrations captures the devastating scope of biodiversity loss: “Eighty per 

cent of all wild animal life has died. They say most of the rest will go in the next decade or 

two.” This aligns with findings from Science and the Endangered Species Act, which reveal 

that human colonization of Pacific islands reduced avifauna richness by 20%, highlighting 

the catastrophic impact of habitat destruction, hunting, and invasive species. This highlights 

humanity’s role in accelerating extinction rates, both historically and today. From ancient 

practices to modern exploitation, human actions have decimated ecosystems at an 

unprecedented scale. Together, these insights serve as a stark reminder that without 

transformative change, the planet faces an irreversible loss of biodiversity, leaving behind a 

barren legacy. McConaghy’s starkly states, “Eighty per cent of all wild animal life has died. 

They say most of the rest will go in the next decade or two.” (208) This alarming statistic 

aligns with findings from Science and the Endangered Species Act, which notes that “the 

world avifauna would be about 20% richer today had islands of the Pacific remained 
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unoccupied by humans.” The correlation between these quotes highlights the profound 

impact of human activity on biodiversity. McConaghy emphasises the catastrophic loss of 

wildlife, while the second quote illustrates how historical human colonisation has already 

diminished avian diversity significantly. Together, they stress a critical truth: unchecked 

exploitation and habitat destruction have not only led to current extinctions but have also 

irrevocably altered ecosystems, leaving future generations to face a starkly diminished natural 

world. 

In Migrations, McConaghy poignantly reflects on our critical moment: “He has spoken 

before of a tipping point... I can hear in his voice that we have reached that tipping point” 

(208-209) This urgency is echoed in the Science and the Endangered Species Act, which 

states that degraded island biotas face extraordinary challenges for the survival of remaining 

species due to direct human impact. These quotes highlight the dire consequences of human 

actions on biodiversity. As we reach this tipping point, the degradation of ecosystems—

particularly on islands—exemplifies how past and present exploitation has led to a crisis 

where many species teeter on the brink of extinction. Both sources emphasise that without 

immediate and transformative action, we risk irreversible damage to our planet's ecological 

balance, ultimately threatening our survival. McConaghy’s Migrations delivers a chilling 

warning: “If you or anyone you know wish to visit the remaining forests of the world, you 

need to join the waiting lists immediately, for it is becoming more likely that the lists will 

outgrow the life spans of the forests.” (210) This sentiment aligns with findings from Science 

and the Endangered Species Act, which states, “The 232 declining species eventually will 

become extinct unless the decline is halted.” The correlation is stark—both highlight 

humanity’s role in accelerating biodiversity loss. Forests and species alike are vanishing at 

unprecedented rates due to deforestation, habitat destruction, and climate change. Without 

immediate intervention, not only will species disappear, but entire ecosystems will collapse, 
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leaving future generations with a planet stripped of its natural wonders. The urgency to act is 

undeniable as time runs out for both forests and wildlife. 

Charlotte McConaghy’s Migrations captures the urgency of biodiversity loss: “If you or 

anyone you know wish to visit the remaining forests of the world, you need to join the 

waiting lists immediately, for it is becoming more likely that the lists will outgrow the life 

spans of the forests.” (252)  This aligns with findings from Science and the Endangered 

Species Act, which warns that “the 232 declining species eventually will become extinct 

unless the decline is halted.” The correlation is clear—habitat destruction, driven by human 

activities like deforestation and urbanisation, is accelerating extinction rates at unprecedented 

levels. Forests, vital ecosystems for countless species, are disappearing faster than they can 

regenerate, leaving species with no refuge. Both sources emphasize that without immediate 

conservation efforts to protect habitats, we face a future where biodiversity—and the forests 

themselves—will exist only in memory. Recent reports reveal a catastrophic 73% decline in 

global wildlife populations over the last 50 years, underscoring the severity of this crisis. 

Additionally, nearly half of all species on Earth are currently experiencing population 

declines, further illustrating the urgent need for action. As human activities continue to 

threaten ecosystems, it becomes increasingly vital to implement effective conservation 

strategies. The time for change is now; if we do not act swiftly, we risk losing not only our 

forests but also the intricate web of life they support. Ultimately, our survival hinges on our 

ability to restore and protect these irreplaceable natural resources. 

CONCLUSION  

 

A Call to Coexist: Reimagining a Future with Nature  
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Charlotte McConaghy's Migrations offers a haunting reflection on humanity’s 

devastating impact on wildlife and ecosystems. Set in a near-future world where 70% of wild 

animal species are extinct, the novel intertwines personal grief with the broader tragedy of 

ecological collapse. Through stark observations like "Eighty per cent of all wild animal life 

has died," McConaghy underscores the irreversible damage caused by habitat destruction, 

overfishing, and climate change. The story sheds light on the human- wildlife conflict, a 

vicious cycle fueled by competition for resources, habitat encroachment, and retaliatory 

killings. This conflict not only threatens biodiversity but also deepens poverty and food 

insecurity, highlighting the urgent need for collaborative solutions. McConaghy critiques 

humanity’s failure to learn from history, drawing parallels between past exploitation during 

colonisation and modern industrial greed. Scientists like Stuart Pimm warn that extinction 

rates—up to 27,000 species annually in tropical forests—continue to accelerate due to 

unchecked exploitation. Migrations is both a lament for what has been lost and a call to 

action. It challenges readers to confront humanity’s destructive legacy and imagine a future 

where coexistence with nature takes precedence over exploitation. McConaghy’s poignant 

storytelling reminds us of the fragility of life on Earth and urges us to act before it’s too 

late—to protect what remains and restore balance to our planet. The novel serves as a 

powerful reminder of the interconnectedness of all life and the urgent need for transformative 

change. By weaving together themes of loss, hope, and resilience, McConaghy inspires 

readers to reflect on their role in this unfolding crisis and to consider the kind of world they 

want to leave behind. Ultimately, Migrations is a compelling plea to embrace sustainable 

practices and safeguard the future of our planet, ensuring that future generations inherit a 

world teeming with life and beauty rather than a barren landscape devoid of natural wonders. 
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