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 Abstract 

 This paper examined Iconism as when a building itself becomes meaningful to a community, a region, a country or 

globally. The study focuses on iconism in architecture with key iconic components: scale, recognisable form, impact 

and lasting impression. Aguiyi Ironsi memorial centre, Umuahia should be able to convey the message of both 

heroic achievement of Late Maj. Gen. J.T.U. Aguiyi Ironsi. The architectural problems addressed in the course of 

this study include: the ability to create an iconic building that is instantly recognisable and the challenge of creating 

an aesthetically appealing structure that produces a "wow-effect". As a result the main objective of this research is: 

to examine the impact of architecture on the urban regeneration and growth of the city, the impact of architecture 

elements on iconic building, adopting local and sustainable building materials and methods that are unique and 

iconic to the people, the use of iconic building to improve the tourism of the city, to create an instantly recognizable 

structure with a lasting architectural heritage and using architectural iconography to create a symbol for Umuahia, 

Abia State. Data collected through primary and secondary source will be reviewed and used as bases for concept 

generation and analysis. A study of iconic buildings from different countries in the world is however carried out so 

as to bring to light elements of iconism in the various iconic buildings. On the basis of the findings, a memorial 

centre should however be symbolic in design and represent the iconic status of the man it is dedicated to using the 

principle of iconism: scale, recognisable form, impact and lasting impression which encourages sustainability and 

green innovation through the use of recycled building material thus making it unique and iconic. 

 Keywords: Aguiyi Ironsi, architecture , iconism, memoral centre, urban regeneration.   
1.0 Introduction   

Iconic architecture is a term used to describe a figure or structure as a landmark in a place that makes 

it instantly recognizable. Iconism is enhanced when a building itself becomes meaningful to a 

community, a region, a country or globally. Various cities have created buildings that capture the 

imagination to become a powerful tool in branding such towns. Such structures have managed to 

become iconic and are guided by the principles of iconism. These principles have been adopted by 

renowned architects in the creation of these iconic buildings with principles of iconism: sale, 

recognizable form, impact and lasting impression. 

      While discussing Burj Al, Arab Ludbrook (2002) stated that: 

"Personal interpretations of the form can also aid in the lasting 

impression of a building. It would be seen that some of the most 

iconic buildings have at a point a metaphor attached to its ability to 

relate a building to something which helps us to remember the 

form and make them instantly recognizable". 

      Christopher Alexander, as cited in F. Stitt (1999) assets that: 

"When you build a thing, you cannot merely build that thing in 

isolation, but must also repair the world about it, and within it and 

the thing which you make takes its place in the web of nature."  

      Cleo (2001) states that "Iconic architecture is a large-scale structure with cutting-edge design that 

is instantly recognizable to the general public. It should also be commissioned by a renowned 

architect".  

From these comments, it could be deduced that the most discussed view is the principle of 

recognisability of iconic buildings. As such, cities have adopted the concept of iconism in the 
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branding and improvement of their city image, which has also served as a machine of investment in 

tourism and employment. 

1.1    Statement Of The Architectural Problem 

Buildings tell stories; their life span makes them better preservers of historical and cultural 

information. The Aguiyi Ironsi memorial centre is intended to be an architectural masterpiece that 

will tell the story of the man, Late Maj. Gen. J.T.U. Aguiyi Ironsi. There are problems associated 

with the design of a memorial Centre, which will be solved through this design. The major problems 

that may be associated with this design are the acceptance of the structure by the people as an iconic 

building, ventilation, circulation and security. But for the purpose of this research report, the major 

architectural problem that the study intends to solve is to portray and represent the personality of the 

national hero in the person of Maj. Gen. J.T.U. Aguiyi Ironsi.  

1.2    Aim Of The Study 

The aim of this study is to identify the language of architecture that would truly be iconic and at the 

same time represent the philosophy of the icon - Aguiyi Ironsi.  

1.3    Objective Of The Study 

      As a result, the main objective of this research are: 

1. To explore the language of Iconic architecture to immortalize the life of Maj. Gen. J.T.U. 

Aguiyi Ironsi and also the will in urban regeneration in Nigeria. 

2. To explore the possibility of integrating iconic architecture on the design of a memorial 

monument for the people of Umuahia and Nigeria at large. 

3. To combine monumentality and aesthetics to design a structure that will protect the life of 

Maj. Gen. J.TU. Aguiyi Ironsi as a National Hero. 

 

1.4 Motivation Of The Study 

The incentive and motivation of this project stem from a personal desire to immortalize the name of a 

fallen hero who, in one way or the other, contributed his quota to nation-building and also to enhance 

urban regeneration in Nigeria. This will further encourage those who are currently serving both in the 

military, police or any other Para military whose work is to protect and defend the territorial integrity 

of this great nation, Nigeria.   

1.5 Significance Of Study 

The study will provide information for applying the principles of iconic elements in buildings and 

creating an iconic building that is instantly recognizable with a lasting heritage. 

This study will thus break new grounds for the evolution of architecture, unique and native to the 

people, portraying the values statues of the late national hero, Major Gen. J.T.U Aguiyi Ironsi. 

1.6 Scope Of Study 

The study scope will be restricted to the study of iconism in architecture and applying the principle in 

the design of a memorial centre in Umuahia for Maj. Gen. Aguiyi Ironsi will accommodate the 

following facilities: Memorial (Museum) Facilities, Recreation Facilities, Multi-Functional Facilities 

and Administrative Facilities.  
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2.0 Literature Review  

 Iconic buildings an overview: Cleo (2001:111) viewed iconic architecture as a structure 

representing the cutting edge design of a large-scale structure that will be seen instantly recognizable 

by the general public.  

 

In public view, iconic buildings are those buildings that have specific features and are unique for a 

part of the world. The Big Ben Tower represent London, and Eiffel Tower is a representation of 

Paris, while the Great Pyramids are represent Egypt. 

 

Over time, the features of iconic buildings have been changed. During each time period, the 

architecture of the building has special aspects. Therefore, the philosophical definition of an icon 

must communicate the sign to the object that it signifies. Iconic buildings have an impact on the 

community and the place in which they are created with their durable impression on all visitors of the 

place.  Yildiz Emine (2018), identify a set of special characteristics elements that should be present 

in any iconic building. This list contains, but is not restricted to, Unique design, Large scale, High 

level, Specific message signified by the building. 

However, the existence of an iconic building in its location inaugurates an endless circle of 

interactions and impacts. The place in which an iconic building is found is often identified by a 

special power, which is always carefully chosen for strategic purposes. The purpose of the building 

itself is not ever a separate feature of the iconic building, although the iconic building may provide 

its type for a long time. 

According to Jencks (2006), an iconic building must give a strikingly new impression to viewers that 

might be caused by its height or shape or even its unique location. It should also be noticed that some 

cities create icons not only for the purpose of creating income but also to attract attention by creating 

an amazing landmark. 

Anthony D. King, (2008) affirms that the iconic building may affect its environment by giving 

benefit to the place, which is already dominant. Creating a building with the natural characteristics of 

an iconic building will make it glow and emerge it to a higher status. The famous iconic buildings 

have a significant reputation mostly driven by the media, which attracts attention to the city and 

makes it well-known. 

 

 Early Modern Iconic Architecture : Some iconic buildings that readily come to mind and 

are identifiable with some cities are as follows: Paris, the Eiffel Tower comes to mind, New York, 

the Statue of Liberty and Sydney, the Utzon's Sydney Opera House etc. All these buildings have 

become icons for their respective cities. What makes these buildings icons are their individual and 

highly recognizable peculiar designs, so when people see a picture of them, they know exactly what 

city they are identified with. 

An iconic building must have the key components of iconism such as scale, recognizable form, 

impact and lasting impression. An iconic building could either be big or small; for example, the 

Guggenheim museum in New York is relatively small considering its context; however, the greater 

the size, the greater the impact made. Obviously, the use of the space is equally important; a well-

designed building that is probably small in size can still make more impact than other buildings that 

are bigger in size. However, the use of scale can be vital when using the building as a symbol. This 

idea implies that for a building to be an icon, it has to be more than just a building: it has to expand 

into an idea or symbol. 

An iconic building, Jencks argues, is an unstoppable feature of the new paradigm in architecture, and 

metaphases' are one way by which the gene is to be Arbitrated. Tracing the appearance of the icon 

from early examples such as the AT & T building and Sydney Opera House to the assembly that has 

risen since the Bilbao Guggenheim Museum, Jencks is never afraid to deliberate a building in terms 

of its figural associations. 

Unlike so many architects and critics, for Jencks, the icon is not a regrettable development in 

contemporary architecture. Rather than hollow, egotistical formalism, it represents a freeing of the 
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imagination; it is the inevitable generation of a new symbolic language in the absence of religion or 

any prevailing ideology. As architecture's pre-eminent trend spotter, Jencks wants to write the rules 

of the icon. It is time for him to tell us what it is and what makes a good or bad one. He tries to be 

dispassionate, but then this will happen: "This rocket inspires a kind of cosmic awe that makes 

Christianity look a bit like yesterday's faith". 

The iconic status of a structure relies on physical elements and representational elements. These 

physical elements, such as design principles of space, scale, proportion etc., building materials and 

technology, and urban design principles, help to create the physical presence of an iconic structure. 

Essentially, icons are images with which people associate. These images are used to have a 

psychological effect on society. They have the power to manipulate, intimidate, inspire and unite 

people and therefore provide identity to many different spheres of life, social, political and economic 

(Sudjic, 2005). 

Moreover, iconic buildings are capable:  

Providing higher wages for operational employees mainly due to the fact that iconic buildings are 

homes for "more prestigious" businesses with better work conditions. 

Positive impact on revenues generated by the building construction and its operation. 

Greater contribution to the local government budgets in the form of taxes and duties. 

Capability to attract more investments and other resources to the local communities. For example, 

universities see great potential in having an iconic building as a part of their campuses. Signature 

buildings not only make campuses prettier and provide a place "to remember forever" for their 

students but also become facilities that increase the university's reputation, boost enrolment, and so 

tuition fees.  

Among key indirect economic impacts, it is worth highlighting the following aspects: 

Additional employment in manufacturing for the businesses or organizations in the iconic buildings. 

Improvement of the urban infrastructure and employment generated by its development. 

Revenues generated from businesses located around iconic buildings. For example, hotels and 

restaurants in the areas near the Seattle Public Library, the iconic building of Seattle, noticed a boost 

in their sales in the first eight months after the library's opening. 

Better image for the businesses located in the iconic building and boosted motivation of the 

employees working in such a building. Businesses that move to iconic buildings might pay much 

higher rents per square meter than they would pay to occupy the space in a traditional building. 

 

 Iconic Architecture And Tourism : Architecture today is accountable for a great part of the 

tourism industry. Egypt is symbolized by its pyramids, India is symbolized by the Taj Mahal, and 

France is symbolized by Eiffel Tower. But what is it that makes a structure so iconic that the public 

will go to travel miles just to visit it?. Agreeing to the magazine Malaysian Business, there are 

several key factors that cause a structure to be iconic. These include forms, concept, meaning that a 

structure is "architecturally brilliant" and unique", innovation, reception (become a tourist attraction) 

and sustainability.  

 

 City Branding And Iconism : Buildings and built infrastructure have power and tangible 

symbolic value. Throughout history, monarchs, governments, churches, businesses and soon have 

attempted to use the iconic power of buildings to suit their own purposes. By accident and by design, 

various places have managed to create buildings that capture the imagination to such an extent they 

become the most powerful symbol of what the place stands for.  

Architecture plays an important role in urban I regeneration projects and place marketing, and in this 

sense, architecture becomes a form of advertising. According to Crilley (1993), architecture is an 

integral part of the incorporation of cultural investment and policy into urban growth strategies as 

cities struggle to attract inward investment.  

 

 Iconic Or Signature Buildings As Branding Strategies : As mentioned above, iconic or 

signature buildings are often used as marketing tools to express and symbolize new urban images. 

This trend is starting to take hold in Nordic cities or municipalities. Recent examples in the Nordic 
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countries include the newly built Opera House in Copenhagen, the redevelopment of the Oslo 

harbour around a new opera house and the Turning Torso' in Malmo. These projects have attracted 

tremendous national and international media coverage during planning and construction phases.  

 
3.0 Methodology  

The primary data were collected by the author via interviews, case studies and physical observations.  

 

3.1 Primary Data collection  

 

Some existing Memorial Centres were visited E.g Shehu Musa Yar’Adua Center, Abuja Nigeria and 

data were gathered by interviewing the staff of higher cadre and also going through deliberate 

observation.  

 

3.2 Secondary Data Collection  

 

The secondary data collection method was used to collect information from the internet sources, 

literature materials, to have a better knowledge on how to improve during implementation of 

proposed project. 

 

4.0        Data / Design Presentation and Analysis  

 

4.1 Geography of Umuahia 

 

Umuahia, Abia state's capital city is located in the middle of the state.The State Capital Territory 

Umuahia North is a Local Government Area of Abia State, Nigeria. Its headquarters are in the city of 

Umuahia. It has an area of 245 km², which is about twenty times the size of Abuja, the capital of 

Nigeria. Umuahia capital is bounded on the north by Isukwuato LGA , on the west by Umunneochi 

LGA, on the east by Ikwuano LGA, and on the south by Isiala Ngwa North LGA.  

Umuahia is in tune with nature with gentle hills, plain lands and other distinguishing features that 

makes it a delight to behold. This marriage of nature has ensured that Abia capital is endowed with 

fertile land for agriculture and at the same time a yearly climate that is neither too hot nor too cold. 

Its Southwest area has the lowest elevation where flood plain of im River is at an elevation of about 

70m above sea level. 
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.  

Fig. 1 Map of Abia state Showing Umuahia state capital 

Source: www.fao.org (2021)  

 4.1.1     Geology, soil and land capability 

 

The two main types of soils in Umuahia are the sedimentary belt in the southern and south-

western extremities of the territory and the pre-Cambrian Basement complex rock country which 

accounts for more than 30 percent of the territory. The sedimentary formation, and also abundant 

river sand from Imo River crossing the expressway between ofeme village and Umuagu, consists 

mainly of fine-grained sands with inclusions of grits, siltstone and clay soil and the Basement 

complex consists of a wide variety of rock types which can be seen around Ohuhu villages 

naturally abundant. The presence of such finely grained stones endows the landscape of some 

part of the capital city. 

 

4.1.2     Temperature And Relative Humidity 

 

Table 1: Mean Temperature and Rainfall, Mean Number of Rain  Days. 

Month Mean Temperature 0C 

 

Mean Total 

Rainfall  

(nm) 

Mean Number 

of Rain Days 
Daily Daily 
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January 20.4 34.7 1.7 0.1 

February 25.5 36.8 5.4 0.2 

March 24.3 36.9 11.3 1.3 

April 24.7 35.6 62.8 4.2 

May 19.5 32.7 134.1 9.4 

June 18.3 30.6 164.2 12.3 

July 21.9 29.1 217.5 14.0 

August 17.7 28.9 262.7 15.9 

September 17.5 30.0 253.4 15.9 

October 21.4 32.0 103.2 8.0 

November 15.7 34.4 3.7 0.3 

December 15.5 34.6 1.2 0.1 

Source: World Metrological Organization:worldweather.org (2011) 

 

4.2  Site location analysis 

Umuahia lies roughly between longitude 050 31' North and on Latitude 070 31' East. The 

proposed site is located in Okwuta isieke ibeku. The ikot ekpene Express Way provides the 

major access into the site. From ikot Ekpene road to secretariat/ CBN linkway leads to the new 

government house where the site is located. The site lies 5° 26.16 "N and 5° 37.86 "N of the 

equator and 7°23'.46 "E and 7°36'.46 "E of the Greenwich Meridian.  
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           Fig 2.  Map of New Umuahia in state capital Territory with the chosen  

site marked out in    Magenta. 

 Source: Google earth search 2021 

   

 
Fig 3 Map showing roads in Umuahia from other towns 

Source: Google search 2021 
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4.3   The Site Study 

 Climatic Analysis: Rain Forest Zone (Humid): The wet season starts in April and stays 

till October, with yearly rainfall changing from 1,500mm to 2,200mm (60 to 80 inches). 

An average yearly temperature exceeding 20 °C (68.O °F) makes an yearly relative 

humidity of 75%. With moisture reaching 90% in the raining season. The dry period 

experiences two months of Harmattan from late December to late February. The warmest 

months are among January and March. 

 Temperature and Humidity: Highest average monthly is 29 °C and occurs in March. 

The lowest is 20 °C which happens in August. In Umuahia, high temperature is 

prevalent; the mean average annual temperature above 20 °C. A temperature of about 35 

°C occurs around February and March, which is the highest average monthly 

temperature. The lowest average monthly minimum temperature of 20 °C occurs around 

December or January. 

 Site Vegetation: The Vegetation presently on the proposed site is grassy. There are some 

low trees on the site as well as shrubs and grasses all over the site. The soil appears firm 

and strong. The proposed site falls within the rain forest zone, which is characterised by 

thick forest; this is seen around the proposed site in okwuta isieke which is the host 

community of the proposed memorial centre. 

 Site Topography: The natural slope of the site readily falls towards the southwest axis 

when a section is cut across the site.   

4.4       Effective design solutions to the climatic zone 
 

 Rain forest Zone: (Umuahia)The climate of this region, requests for design results that 

can vitiate cold and raw winds while providing a cool interval from the intense heat of the 

mid-day sun and coldness after rains at night. The impact of solar heat is massive and has 

to be resisted within achieving comfortable room temperatures.Temporarily, the main 

plan and design task in this region is to decrease the influence of solar fallout vis-à-vis 

heat gain, glare and cold as a result of prevalent rains in the area.  

 Ventilation: Though, it is essential for ventilation in this zone, but it is not a main design 

attention as seen in the northern zone of the country. Agarwal and Komolafe (1983) 

viewed  that the effort should be made to reduce the inflow of air into the structure 

because inflow air introduces sand into the building interiors. 

 Forms and Orientation - Site Planning: The design of buildings should be compact and 

inward-looking. These should be minor in order to attain full shading and maintain 

coolness inside the compound. Air movement is not a precondition for comfort. 

 Choice of Appropriate Construction Materials: The choice of suitable building 

materials is vital in Architectural design. Opoko (2001) supports that good information of 

thermal properties is essential before collection of materials for this zone. What is vital 

are materials which can reduce heat transmuted into the structure interior, this is owing to 

the detail that the planned site is sitting in an open place where it is bounded by coal tar 

roads which in no small measure causes heat transfer to buildings because of solar 

radiation. These are fundamentally materials, which are poor anodes of heat or have 

decent reflective abilities. Also worthy of note is to use building materials that will 
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protect and shield the building away from excessive rainfall which the zone is 

characterised with. The abovementioned had clarified why mud has been used 

indigenously for barriers and walls in hot Northern and in some southern Nigeria, 

because of its hotness resisting properties. 

 Possible Psychological Impact Of The Building On The People Of Umuahia: 

Psychology is the technical study of the behaviour and mind. Psychology is a complex 

discipline and includes many sub-fields of study, such areas as human growth, social 

behaviour, clinical, sports, cognitive processes and health. Every building has a statement 

to make, the response of the people to it, how and what they think about it; the main 

purpose of this study is to find a way through architectural means to solve the problem of 

memorials in Nigeria through the study of iconism.  

The innovative architectural buildings, which is known as an iconic building, has a key 

role in identifying and creating a new perception of a place. In fact, to design the iconic 

building and create the place has a significant relationship to each other. Architecture as a 

mother of art is a tool that is used to create places, making them meaningful and 

beautiful. The iconic buildings are the innovative achievements of architecture that 

design human places.  

The theory of the philosophical definition of an icon must relate the sign to the object that 

it represents. This innate relationship presents the simple notion that icons habitually 

have some factors in common with the things they represent. The research considered an 

architectural context realized that an iconic building stands out from the city with a 

conspicuous form and style, and sometimes in high contrast with its surrounding. Related 

to the iconic definition, aesthetic is the basic aspect that has been examined through other 

particular characteristics of iconic buildings such as uniqueness, concept, innovative 

design, symbolic values and also the time when they were built.  

 4.5     Site Selection Criteria  

 Availability of road providing quick and easy access into the site. 

 Availability of land within the area, which provides for expansion for the project and the 

related activities attracted by the Memorial center.  

 Availability of public utilities and infrastructure. 

 The site is a virgin land and will be accessed through ikot expense, Express Way.  

 The site is close to the New Government House Umuahia. 

 The site is mapped out for institutional and public function. 

 

5.0    Interpretation And Discussion Of Findings / Design Discussion  

 

5.1    Synthesis And Design Concept 

 
Concepts play a vital role in the growth of original design solutions for numerous architects and 

engineers. Even though there is no harsh distinction between the method of production and the 

method of explanation of designs, an "intended" explanation usually guides the movements of the 

designers. Concepts are used to frame some general design approach.  

Concept development is a procedure determined by a set of idea and target product stipulations, 

which are then transformed into a set of conceptual designs and potential technological answers. 
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These solutions represent an approximate description of form, working principles, and design 

features.   

5.2  Design Concept 

 
Concept in architecture refers to the central idea used to solve the problems in the design. Although 

there are various approaches to architectural concepts, they all seek to achieve a common result, 

which is to communicate the functionality of the design. 

The Nigeria armed force is a major part of Nigeria history from the era of colonialism to this new era 

of independence. Owing to the uniqueness of the military especially the Nigeria Army, this Memorial 

Centre is proposed in honor of one their fallen Heroes who was the first Military head of state, in the 

person of major gen. J.T.U. Aguiyi Ironsi. 

  

5.3  Circulation/Way Finding In Architecture 

 
Good architectural wayfinding design is significant to general design because it enables user access, 

increases approval, and decreases the stigma and separation of users with disabilities. 

Legibility of space: Ease of use in organizing visual information in space into a coherent basis for 

action. 

 Boundary:  The separation between the interior and exterior space. 

Clear articulation 

Coherent grouping 

Integrated communication systems:   

 

Clear articulation and coherent 

grouping of exterior and interior 

spaces. 

Shaping site and setting  

 

Landscaping, beaming 

Roadways, entrances/exits 

Pedestrian routes sidewalks, 

pathways 

Building form and 

architectural features 

Building form   

Building volumes  

Physical separation or 

clustering of      

components  

Roof design  

Placement of openings  

Cladding (skin) - textures, 

materials,  

Colors   

Decoration, ornamentation 

Articulating interior spaces Programmatic organization 

Defining spatial units   

Defining destination zones 

Interior design 

            Objective               Components               Elements 
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Creating legible circulation 

systems design 

External and internal 

circulation systems 

Design concepts (paths, 

markers, nodes/     

intersections, edges/links)   

Approach from street  

Roadways  

Parking External paths and 

walkways  

Entrances and exits  

Connection to mass 

transportation   

Level change devices Elevators 

Staircases  

Escalators   

Internal transportation Mobility aids  

People movers  

Fixed rail systems 

Integrating communication 

systems 

Information way finding 

design 

Environmental graphics  

Sign systems  

Orientation devices  

You are there maps  

Real-time information 

devices 

 Table: 5.3 Summary of way finding in Architecture 

 Source: DESIGN RESOURCES DR-01 Architectural Way finding (Susan    

  Hunter, Ph.D., M.Arch. IDeA Centre, University at Buffalo) 

 5.4   Psychological Impact Of The Building On The People  
 

Psychology is the technical study of the behaviour and mind. Psychology is a complex discipline and 

includes many sub-fields of study, such areas as human growth, social behaviour, clinical, sports, 

cognitive processes and health. 

Every building has a statement to make, the response of the people to it, how and what they think 

about it; the main purpose of this study is to find a way through architectural means to solve the 

problem of memorials in Nigeria through the study of iconism.  

In the process of designing a building or in the programming of a design problem, there is no one 

specific point or order that the designer should think about concerning the psychological aspects of 

building. Utilizing the knowledge at any time that a designer is designing a building most put into 

consideration the following below; 

 The manner in which a person reacts to a building and its environment  

 The manner in which he acts on it. 

 

5.5    Study On Iconism In Architecture 

 
In defining iconism in architecture, an iconic design is typically a design that is 'crushed breaking' 

and one that sets new standards in its field. It is a design that extra designers and manufacturers 

follow, as it develops a bench mark for other similar products. Furthermore, an iconic design is one 
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that attitudes up to the test of time, lasting good design, notwithstanding the passing of years, decades 

and even centuries. 

When someone mentions New York, London, Paris or Sydney, like many people you'll immediately 

associate the city with its famous structures – the Empire State Building, Tower Bridge, the Eiffel 

Tower or the Sydney Opera House. 

 
5.6 Design Contribution 
 
This research work is focused on immortalizing fallen heroes in the Nigerian military through 

architectural means. Iconism in architecture is that which is widely accepted as an icon. The design 

will strike out to stand as an icon for a Memorial Centre in Nigeria and help in urban regeneration in 

Nigeria.  

 Conclusion And Recommendation 

 

The innovative architectural buildings, which is known as an iconic building, has a key role in 

identifying and creating a new perception of a place. In fact, to design the iconic building and create 

the place has a significant relationship to each other. Architecture as a mother of art is a tool that is 

used to create places, making them meaningful and beautiful. The iconic buildings are the innovative 

achievements of architecture that design human places.  

The theory of the philosophical definition of an icon must relate the sign to the object that it 

represents. This innate relationship presents the simple notion that icons habitually have some factors 

in common with the things they represent. The research considered an architectural context realized 

that an iconic building stands out from the city with a conspicuous form and style, and sometimes in 

high contrast with its surrounding. Related to the iconic definition, aesthetic is the basic aspect that 

has been examined through other particular characteristics of iconic buildings such as uniqueness, 

concept, innovative design, symbolic values and also the time when they were built.  

The design will represent one of the major symbols of the military, which is the military hat. To 

achieve an iconic structure, society must accept it as an iconic building. 

As a further step, to discover the theory to create a significant iconic building as an architectural tool 

to advance the perception of a place and society will be considered. The thesis explored the 

phenomenological approach of architecture and an iconic characteristic via a place attributes to create 

a new perception to do an excellent design that would represent all the efforts of our past and present 

heroes, especially the armed forces, in keeping the unity and sovereignty of the nation intact. 

 

REFERENCES 

A.D.Smith (2010). Nationalism, Polity. Cambridge Press.  

Adam R (2008) Globalization and architecture: The challenges of globalization are relentlessly 

shaping architecture’s relationship with society and culture. The Architectural Review 

223(1332): 74-77. 

Adebanwi W (2004) The city, hegemony and ethno-spatial politics: The press and the struggle 

for Lagos in colonial Nigeria. Nationalism and Ethnic Politics 9(4): 25–51. 

Adler, D. (1999). Metric Handbook Planning and Design Data. London: Architectural Press. 

Altman, I. (1975). The Environment & Social Behavior. Books Cole Publ. Co. Monterey 

California. 

GSJ: Volume 10, Issue 5, May 2022 
ISSN 2320-9186 2685

GSJ© 2022 
www.globalscientificjournal.com



Appadorai, A. (1995). The Substance of Politics. London: Oxford University Press. 

Architectural Graphic Standards, 11th Edition by Charles Ramsey and Harold Sleeper. New 

York, NY: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2007. 

Arthur, P.and Passini, R. (1992), Wayfinding: People, Signs, and Architecture, Ontario: 

McGraw- Hill Ryerson Ltd. Reissued as a collector’s edition in 2002 by Focus Strategic 

Communications, Inc. 

Arup. (2011). National Stadium (Bird‟s Nest). Retrieved December 24, 2011, from Arup. 

Baulderstone. (2011). The building. Retrieved February 12, 2010, from Sydney opera house: 

http://www.sydneyoperahouse.com/about/house_history_landing.aspx. 

Baulderstone. (2011). The building. Retrieved February 12, 2010, from Sydney opera house: 

http://www.sydneyoperahouse.com/about/house_history_landing.aspx. 

Butterworth, I. (2000). The Relationship between the Built Environment and Wellbeing: a 

Literature Review. Australia. 

C. Jencks (2006). The iconic building is here to stay (pp. 1-20). London: Routledge.  

Castells, M. (2004). The Power of Identity(The Information Age: Economy, Society, and 

Culture) (Vol. 2). Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 

Davis, S.F. & Palladino, J. J (1997), Psychology. Prentice-Hall Inc. New Jersey U.S.A. 

Downs, R. and Stea, D. (eds.). ( 1977). Maps in Minds, New York: Harper and Row. 

Encarta Encyclopedia (2009). Microsoft Software, Encyclopedia Standard Edition, Microsoft 

Incorporated. 

Evans, G. and McCoy, M. (1998). When Buildings Don’t Work: The Role of Architecture in 

Human Health, Journal of Environmental Psychology, v. 18: 85-94. 

Fanger, P. O.  (1970) Thermal Comfort: Analysis and Applications in Environmental. 

Federal Republic of Nigeria. The Constitution. Lagos: Daily Times Publication, 1989. 

Florian, B. (2002). The city as a brand; orchestrating a unique experience. In H. M. Berci. 

Florian, City branding; image building & building images (pp. 20-22) Rotterdom: Simon Franke 

(Nai publishers).  

Frampton, K. (1985). Towards a critical regionalism: Six points for an architectural resistance. In 

H. Foster, Postmodern culture (pp. 16-30). London: Plauto press.  

Gifford, R. (1997). Environmental Psychology. Principles & Practice. University of Victoria. 

Allyn & Bacon Pub. Co. 

Golledge, R.G. (ed). (1999). Wayfinding Behavior: Cognitive Mapping and Other Spatial 

Processes, Baltimore, Maryland: The Johns Hopkins Univerity Press. 

H. Furuya et al., “Difference limen of ratio of vertical component to total early Reflection. 

Herald, T. S. (2006, November 10). It's reno time for the city's grandest house.  

Imaah, N. O. (2008). The National and Human Environments in Nigeria: Their Implications for 

Architecture. Journal of Applied Sciences and Environmental Management, 12(2) pp 68. 

GSJ: Volume 10, Issue 5, May 2022 
ISSN 2320-9186 2686

GSJ© 2022 
www.globalscientificjournal.com

http://www.sydneyoperahouse.com/about/house_history_landing.aspx
http://www.sydneyoperahouse.com/about/house_history_landing.aspx


Jefferson, L.E the Decorative Arts of Africa June 1998 < dspace.mit.edu/handle/1721. (p. 

1/3609). M.Sc. thesis submitted to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  

Jesus, L., Almeida, M., & Almeida, A. (2007). Passive solar energy management Strategies in 

shopping centers.  Paper presented at the 2nd PALENC Conference and 28th AIVC 

Conference on Building Low Energy Cooling and Advanced Ventilation Technologies 

in the 21st Century, Crete Island, Greece. 

k. e. Dovey (2005)., Fluid City, Transforming Melbourne’s Urban Waterfront (p. 18). UNSW 

press book.  

k. e. Dovey (2005), Fluid City, Transforming Melbourne’s Urban Waterfront. UNSW press book. 

Keating, P. (2008, March 25). Mitts off our Sydney Opera House(smh.com.au).  

Kent, E. (n.d.). Guggenheim Museum Bilbao, Central Bilbao on the waterfront. Retrieved 

December 14, 2011, from Project for Public Space(PPS)Hall of Shame: 

http://www.pps.org/great_public_spaces/one?public_place_id=827  

King, W. (2008, April 18). Retrieved November 3, 2010, from Modern Day Iconic Buildings - 

What Really Makes Them Iconic?: http://ezinearticles.com/?Modern-Day-Iconic-

Buildings-- What-Really-Makes-Them-Iconic?&id=2983327. 

King well, M. (2006). In M. King well, Nearest Thing to Heaven: The Empire State Building and 

American Dreams (pp. 44-45). New York , London: Yale university press. 

Markus, T A and E N Morris. (1980) Buildings, Climate and Energy. Pitman, London. 

Martin, H. E. (1954). Parking Points That Make the Difference. Admin. Ed May: 20. 

Norberg-Schulz, c. (1979). The phenomenology of place. In c. Norberg-Schulz, Genius Loci; 

towards a phenomenology of architecture (pp. 1-42). New York: Rizzoli international. 

O.Graber. (1979a). Retrieved from Form; a vocabulary and grammar of symbols: symbols and 

sign in Islamic architecture : http://www.archnet.org/library photo stream, S. (2011). 

Performance and applicability of passive and low-energy cooling systems (1991). In: Energy and 

Buildings 17. 

Rosenlund, Hans. (1995) Design for Desert. An architect’s approach to passive climatization in 

hot and arid regions. Ark III, Lund University, Lund. 

T. Der-Grigorian (June 1998), Construction of History: Mohammad-Reza Shah Revivalism, 

Nationalism and Monumental Architecture of Tehran 1951-1979. 

Wales, A. o. (1959(2March)). Sydney opera house. In J. Utzon, Gold Book. Sydney, Australia: 

Ceremony to Commemorate the Commencement of the Sydney opera house. 

Walker, A. (2010).  Natural ventilation National Renewable energy laboratory. Retrieved  March 

15, 2012, from http://www.wbdg.org/resources/naturalventilation.php. 

Yvonne, C. (2009, July 16). What makes a building iconic? Retrieved 11 January, 2010, from "A 

look at local 'iconic' Properties" Malaysian Business:

GSJ: Volume 10, Issue 5, May 2022 
ISSN 2320-9186 2687

GSJ© 2022 
www.globalscientificjournal.com

http://www.pps.org/great_public_spaces/one?public_place_id=827
http://ezinearticles.com/?Modern-Day-Iconic-Buildings--
http://ezinearticles.com/?Modern-Day-Iconic-Buildings--
http://www.archnet.org/library
http://www.wbdg.org/resources/naturalventilation.php



