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Abstract

This paper is on the feminist utopia in Rokeya Shakhawat Hossain’s Sultana’s Dream, and it centres
around reversal of patriarchal norms and call for reconciliation between sexes in the text. Using a
qualitative literary analysis, the paper investigates narrative technique, characterization and dominant
themes to decode Hossain’s criticism of male domination and her partiality towards women’s freedom.
The analysis suggests that Sultana's Dream depicts a world where women possess the intellectual and
social authority to rule without challenging traditional gendered hierarchies. Education, information and
enlightened governance are dangled before us as means to social advance and freedom from patriarchal
enslavement. The claim here is that Hossain constructs a utopia which serves as critique of South Asian
society in the first half of this century and a (proto)feminist blueprint for thought and action. Building on
Hossain’s feminist utopia production, this study contributes to an understanding of discourses of gender
in Bangladeshi fiction and its reverberations in contemporary social change discourse. Yet, Sultana’s
Dream has remained useful for the creative and feminist reader as gender justice (equality), and liberation
from male domination makes them consciousness beyond patriarchal system.

Keywords: feminist utopia, patriarchy, Sultana’s Dream, gender equality
Introduction

Rokeya Shakhawat Hossain’s Sultana’s Dream (1905), almost universally regarded as a
pioneering text in South Asian feminist literature, brackets the deep penetration of patriarchal
structures and institutions and a utopian, egalitarian vision of women-run society. It is situated in
the larger context of early 20th-century Bengal against a backdrop of colonial oppression,
entrenched social structures and gender roles. At this historical moment, women were
predominantly relegated to the home and had only limited opportunity for schooling, public life
or political involvement. But Hossain's story imagines a different world, Ladyland—a society
where women are intelligent and educated far enough to run the engines of society properly. In
the process, it not only challenges patriarchal assumptions, but also offers a blueprint of gender
justice, social morality and political rationalism (Hossain 1905).
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Historical and Cultural Context

In order to appreciate the extent of the radicalism of Sultana's Dream, one must keep in mind the
social and cultural pigmentation of Bengal at that time. Modern forms of education had been
introduced by British colonial rule, but these were open only to few females. Norms that can be
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described as traditional patriarchal, a fusion of religious orthodoxy and social custom, defined
narrow roles for women which served to subjugate and confine them to domestic chores.
Women’s education was often condemned, and participation of females in the public sphere be it
the political or intellectual life was frowned upon (Chaudhuri, 1993; Nair, 2014). Within such
counterworlds, Hossain’s assertion of a female-led society was not wishful thinking; it was
radical, subverting fundamental social opportunities and reimagining available avenues for
effecting social change.

Both global and local women’s movements impacted Hossain’s engagement with feminist ideas.
She drew from the Western feminist theory— primarily its discourse on education and rational
governance as a tool for emancipation — even as she engaged with the indigenous discourses on
women’s freedom. Sultana’s Dream is the convergence of these influences; its allegorical,
satirical and speculative imagination have been woven through in bringing out an intelligently-
constructed and engrossing critique of patriarchal society. Hossain rime her story body in
Ladyland to provide a spatial and discoursal distance from the repressive conditions of present-
day Bengal that in turn makes possible an exploration of gender equity, scientific progress, and
moral governance as issues of the imagination (Ahmad; Bacchilega).

Importance and Utopian Feminist Structure of the Novel

Sultana’s Dream can be included in a family of feminist utopian literature, a tradition that
developed as a literary strategy for criticising the dominance of patriarchal societies and
envisioning other social forms. Feminist utopias, as Sargent (1983) and Mellor (1992) remind us,
have two functions: they reveal the inadequacies of current social relations and issue a set of
imaginative models for just governance, social organization, and educational reconstruction in
society. In Ladyland, women are in political, scientific, and moral power and occupy the roles of
rationality, morality and social responsibility. This reversal of your normal boys-in-charge
hierarchies, they addie challenge to the reader to question what authority patriarchal norms have
to award it in the first place and how much one might gain from leadership by women.

Education is central to Hossain’s utopian vision. It does so by framing knowledge and
intellectual development not as individual accomplishments but rather as social instruments of
transformation and betterment. The education of women in Ladyland is wide-ranging, involving
science, technology, government and moral reasoning. By submitting education for control at the
centre of overall transformation of the society, Hossain raises its status as a tool for liberation,
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social change and rational choice (Kabir, 2010). The focus on education is a testament to
Hossain’s conviction that change in society occurs by enabling women with knowledge that
challenges systems of patriarchy which keeps them bound.

Critique of Patriarchy

Hossain’s critique of patriarchy is complex. The patriarchal forms represented in the narrative
are inherently unjust; they stifle women’s freedom and promote inequality. The story contrasts
the rational, women-led society of Ladyland with the male-dominated world beyond its walls,
focusing in particular on what it sees as the ineffectiveness, corruption and moral failings of
patriarchal governance. Hossain, in this juxtaposition not only satires the existing social
arrangement but also intimates a wider possibility of alternative social formations based on
equality, rationality and justice (Ray, 2002).

The reversal of traditional gender roles is a central literary tactic for revealing the absurdity of
patriarchal norms. In Ladyland, men are relegated to domestic status and women preside over
political power, science and society. This reversal signifies that gender is not a biological given
but rather constructed according to social parameters, and it implicates readers in the process of
re-thinking assumptions about women’s potential, societal obligations and moral agency
(Bacchilega 1997). In positing men as primarily inert in matters of the home, thus undermining
notions of ‘masculinity’ and ‘femininity’, he poses a speculative critique on what might be let
loose upon society under conditions of patriarchal swagger.

Ethical Governance and Rationality

A major feature of Sultana’s Dream is the priority it gives to good governance and sound
decision making. Ladyland is founded on reason, science and ethical integrity whereas the world
outside is dominated by men who are inefficient, corrupt and morally weak. Hossain envisions
that social justice, gender equality, and good governance are not mutually exclusive;
empowering society through the education and moral agency of women can lead to social,
political, and scientific development (Kumar 2018; Rahman 2020). The story therefore makes it
clear that rationality and morality are the keys to achieving a just society, while women leaders
have transformative abilities.

Hossain also foregrounds technological regeneration as being central to social reformation. In
Ladyland, science is used for the good of society and not to dominate or exploit it — an early
insight into knowledge, power and social progress. By foregrounding ethics and the utility of
technology, Hossain foresees current debates on sustainable development, environmental
management and the use of science in addressing social imbalances (Sen 2009; Das 2014). The
intertwining of technology, education and ethical leadership which characterizes the text
underlined its interdisciplinary significance, tying together literary imagination with socio-
political critique and current feminist thought.
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Intersections with Social Justice and Gender Issues

Sultana’s Dream connects to larger discussions of social reform, gender studies, and educational
theory. Hossain counters prevailing ideas of women as irrational, incompetent and morally
irresponsible, and argues for a transformation of society's structuresto allow them to be effectual
agents of change. The novel shows how literature can serve as a site for social critique and
collective imagination by raising awareness of gender injustice and producing models of just
governance and education (Ahmad, 2006; Kabir, 2010).

Also, the story reflects that of early feminist activism in South Asia, which highlighted
campaigns for women’s education, social involvement and legal change. Hossain’s utopian
dream, then, can be read as both a literary relic and prescriptive social critique—slipping hints at
the way that systemic change might come via gender equity policies and education. The text
carries a “universal message” beyond its historical time, specified in debates on women’s
emancipation, on the ethical state and social justice today, especially in South Asia (and beyond)
(Chowdhury 2017).

Feminist Literary Technique and Narrative Practice

As an author, Hossain utilizes various literary techniques to build her feminist utopia. Aram
combines allegory, satire, and the speculative imagination to critique patriarchal norms and
project alternate social organization. Ladyland operates as an allegorical space where normal
power hierarchies are abandoned out of which the exploration for gender equity, a dignified
statecraft and good leadership qualities may be conducted. By the creative reversal of gender
roles, Hossain exposes the arbitrary nature of custom, and emphasizes the positive impetus
towards change that feminist leadership provides (Bacchilega 1997).

The allegorical aspect of the story is supported by a concern with ethical, empirical, and social
rationality. By combining education, social order and technological progress, Hossain creates an
integrated vision of a reform movement around the interconnectedness among knowledge, ethics
and leadership. This treatment also further highlights the timeless relevance of the text, showing
how literary imagination can contribute to a lived sense of issues concerning social policy,
gender relations and educational change.

Contemporary Relevance

While written in the early 1900s, Sultana’s Dream is just as applicable to today’s debates about
women’s rights, education and societal change. The text addresses many pressing contemporary
issues, such as the position of education in empowerment, the significance of ethical leadership,
and the ways in which technology can enable social change. Inasmuch as it offers a model for
envisioning more egalitarian social futures in South Asia and elsewhere (Rahman, 2020; Kumar,
2018), in creating a society with women of authority, rationality and moral responsibility
Hossain gives readers an aspirational argument for not accepting the system as is.
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Additionally, Sultana's dream is in conversation with the post-colonial feminist literary criticism
and gender policy debates. Its portrayal of how the struggle plays out across the intersectional
dimensions from education to class and governance allows for important lessons on structural
barriers facing women as well as possibilities for transformation. As such, this text is both a
historical document and an intervention that connects literary imagination with considerations
related to practice for social justice, moral leadership and gender-sensitive policy (Chowdhury &
Akter in Li, 2022).

Conclusion of Introduction

In all, Sultana’s Dream by Rokeya Shakhawat Hossain serves as a milestone in South Asian
feminist writing because it is a learned and thought provoking critique of patriarchy and at the
same time offers an image of a rational, moral, gender friendly society. The text advances
education, scientific rationality and moral governance as central mechanisms of social
transcendence which are opposed to conventional gender hierarchies and strive for the
empowerment of women. Positioning Ladyland as an utopian realm of potentiality, Hossain
offers readers not just a critique of patriarchy but also a model for prudent rulership, social
justice, and rational governance.

Its literary, ethical and political themes make it a valuable text which can be used to promote
discussions about historical feminism by relating these to current questions of gender equality,
the education of women and social reform. In the compelling creation of Ladyland, Hossain
illustrates how literature has the ambition and ability to imagine different futures, disrupt
oppressive social norms and encourage both individual and collective efforts that strive in search
of equality. This article builds on that rich oeuvre by conducting a thematic analysis of Sultana’s
Dream, based on its narrative strategies, character roles as well as its societal critique with the
purpose of adding to the continued interpretation effort. along with a utopian feminist literature
in South Asia.

Literature Review

Feminist utopian writing has, traditionally, been a point of criticism from which patriarchal
structures are deconstructed and fit alternatives can be imagined. These works, scholars claim,
enable authors to critique current socio-political hierarchies and offer visions of worlds in which
gender equality is unremarkable or quotidian rather than utopian (Sargent 1983; Mellor 1992).
Rokeya Shakhawat Hossain’s Sultana’s Dream (1905) exemplifies this tradition, giving us one of
the early renderings of a society ruled and structured by women in a bid to counteract deeply-
embedded gender norms in Bengal at that time.

Feminist utopias work at this crossover point between imaginative writing and social criticism.
According to Bacchilega (1997), these tales blend allegorical narratives with social critique, thus
undermining gender-constructed hegemony and introducing stories on justice, egalitarianism,
and commonsense government. Sargent (1983) notes that feminist utopias function as dual
critiques, showing how arbitrary and inefficient actual social mechanisms are while they also
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show evidence of possibilities wherein women’s will is impelling. Meanwhile, within this
schema Hossain’s Ladyland operates both as a space for speculative imagination and the sort of
critical mirror that allows us to scrutinise sociocultural norms in her society.

Hossain’s story famously subverts the traditional roles of men and women. Men perform
women’s chores at home and women are involved in the public, scientific, and political life. It is
this reversal that forms an essential tool for undermining socially constructed hierarchies and for
highlighting the contingent nature of gendered power relations. Ladyland gives us a world in
which society as ruled by commonsense, education and morality and it ultimately shows the
possibility of transformation through female leadership (Ray, 2002; Bacchilega, 1997). The
novel's theme is that civilisation depends on rational and ethical governance for its survival
rather than the prevailing patriarchal order.

Empowerment through education is also a key mechanism in Sultana’s Dream. Ahmad (2006)
argues that according to Hossain, education is an individual as well as a social instrument of
liberation. Women of Ladyland undergo all-around education of science, ethics and
administration to govern wisely and positively. This image stands in stark contrast to the
professional impediments faced by that girls' mother, who grew up in early twentieth century
Bengal where female education was scant and frequently socially frowned upon (Chaudhuri
1993; Kabir 2010). Kabir (2010) points out that while Hossain positions education as providing a
way for women to actively participate in political and scientific society, it also allows them to
challenge patriarchal norms and claim intellectual authority. In his terms, education is not just
symbolic but an implement of social change.

An ethical and rational rule is also centered in Hossain’s feminist utopia. Ladyland functions
based on logic and principles of empirical rationality, ethical conduct, and social justice
compared to the hierarchies that are shown as male-run and thus corrupted, inefficient or morally
bankrupt. Kumar (2018) and Rahman (2020) both point out that the connection between gender
equality and good governance in Hossain’s story serves as a case in point to illustrate the mutual
relationship between women empowerment and human and societal development. Hossain
places this telos of technological progress in a moral context, where science should work as a
tool of social amelioration and not subjection (which also roughly correspondent with the
feminist and postcolonial educational / rational planning / socie tal fairness discourses (Sen
2009; Das 2014).

Hossain’s condemnation of patriarchy is multifaceted. The story does this by imagining a society
in which women are the ruling sex, and it thereby interrogates the basis of male dominance and
reveals its moral and practical limitations. The distinction between Ladyland and the surrounding
patriarchal culture underscores that status hierarchies are human made and arbitrary, thereby
suggesting the possible superiority of female political rule (Ray, 2002). Furthermore, this tale
treats masculinity and femininity in unconventional terms through the placement of men within
domestic settings and women in situations of intellectual domination and political power.
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According to Bacchilega, this narrative device emphasizes the socially constructed nature of
gender roles and maps out an operative model for equal access to social positions.

Intersectionality is apparent in Hossain’s work. Contemporary feminist analysis highlights the
complex and nuanced interrelation of gender, class, education and social status12; Hossain
foreshadows these concerns when she connects women'’s intellectual agency with a larger project
of social reform. According to Chowdhury and Akter (2022), Ladyland is a society where the
issue of women’s education and rational government leads to social parity of the sexes,
demonstrating how multiple components within society are intertwined in name of gender
justice. Both Chaudhuri (1993) and Ahmad (2006) contend that Sultana’s Dream is a model of
socially transformative praxis in which women are represented as rational, ethically responsible
and intellectually competent agents. This representation reflects the work of postcolonial
feminists today for whom while equality before the law may be on paper, structural inequalities
remain, and it illustrates literature’s potential for intervening in policy and social change.

Allegory, satire and speculative imagination play a crucial part in Hossain’s story. Bacchilega
(1997) highlights how such narratological strategies can offer authors a means through which to
comment on social norms and designative realities. Satire makes fun of patriarchal norms, and
allegory enables readers to think about such critiques in a more symbolic way rather than
confrontational. Hossain's speculative fancy, as honed in Ladyland, provides an effective tool for
a keen dissection of gendered positions of power with a subtlety and literary grace that lend this
provocative narrative its bite. The aesthetic realm fulfills its ethical, as well as pedagogical
function by providing rational government, moral order, and scientific progress as the actual
strategies for changing society. Sen and Das emphasize that the work in this collection illustrates
literature's potential to promote intellectual reflection and transformative social activism.

Sultana’s Dream holds a central place in South Asian feminist literature. Though feminist utopias
are associated most commonly with Western literary traditions, Hossain’s writing indicates that
such imaginative and critical moves are possible in postcolonial settings as well. The story reads
with the wel-known social and political scenario of South Asia, including colonial impact,
women's education and social reform while being in dialogue with transnational feminist theories
(Nair, 2014). Postcolonial studies calls for text such as Sultana’s Dream to be read, not just as
texts, but as interventions in contemporary socio-political debates. By imagining a world ruled
by rational, enlightened women, Hossain advances postcolonial feminist ideas and provides
creative solutions for the undermining of patriarchy and social improvement (cf. Chowdhury
2017).

Contemporary applicability of Sultana’s Dream is significant. Rahman (2020) and Kumar
(2018), argue that the focus on ethical governmentality, rationality, and education/learning play
into contemporary debates about sustainable development, social justice and gender. The story's
intersectional method prefigures recent debates on the connections between education,
governmentality and social justice. Sultana (2015) and Chowdhury (2017) also note that while
the utopian world is allegory, the text provides useful links to real options for achieving gender
justice and reforms in society. Ladyland is both critique and prescription, underlying literature’s
power to shape policy, pedagogy, and culture (Bacchilega, 1997; Sargent, 1983).
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The body of scholarship on feminist utopias in general and South Asian feminist literature more
specifically suggests the centrality of Hossain’s Sultana’s Dream as a literary and sociopolitical
text. Hossain offers an inspiring vision of women’s empowerment and social change by placing
education, ethical politics and reason at the center. The allegory, satire and speculative
imagination of the tale enables a critical commentary on patriarchal norms as well as a model for
alternative social structures, making it relevant then and now. Moreover, the text’s treatment of
intersectional themes like education, class, governance and gender make it a key text for
researchers working on feminist knowledge production, postcolonial knowledge and social
justice in South Asia. Through a receipt that combines imaginative fiction with ethical
purposiveness and practical utility, Sultana’s Dream demonstrates the power of literature to be
transformative and serves as a model for gender-inclusive, reasonable and just societies.

Feminist utopian writing has, traditionally, been a point of criticism from which patriarchal
structures are deconstructed and fit alternatives can be imagined. These works, scholars claim,
enable authors to critique current socio-political hierarchies and offer visions of worlds in which
gender equality is unremarkable or quotidian rather than utopian (Sargent 1983; Mellor 1992).
Rokeya Shakhawat Hossain’s Sultana’s Dream (1905) exemplifies this tradition, giving us one of
the early renderings of a society ruled and structured by women in a bid to counteract deeply-
embedded gender norms in Bengal at that time.

Feminist utopias work at this crossover point between imaginative writing and social criticism.
According to Bacchilega (1997), these tales blend allegorical narratives with social critique, thus
undermining gender-constructed hegemony and introducing stories on justice, egalitarianism,
and commonsense government. Sargent (1983) notes that feminist utopias function as dual
critiques, showing how arbitrary and inefficient actual social mechanisms are while they also
show evidence of possibilities wherein women’s will is impelling. Meanwhile, within this
schema Hossain’s Ladyland operates both as a space for speculative imagination and the sort of
critical mirror that allows us to scrutinise sociocultural norms in her society.

Hossain’s story famously subverts the traditional roles of men and women. Men perform
women’s chores at home and women are involved in the public, scientific, and political life. It is
this reversal that forms an essential tool for undermining socially constructed hierarchies and for
highlighting the contingent nature of gendered power relations. Ladyland gives us a world in
which society as ruled by commonsense, education and morality and it ultimately shows the
possibility of transformation through female leadership (Ray, 2002; Bacchilega, 1997). The
novel's theme is that civilisation depends on rational and ethical governance for its survival
rather than the prevailing patriarchal order.

Empowerment through education is also a key mechanism in Sultana’s Dream. Ahmad (2006)
argues that according to Hossain, education is an individual as well as a social instrument of
liberation. Women of Ladyland undergo all-around education of science, ethics and
administration to govern wisely and positively. This image stands in stark contrast to the
professional impediments faced by that girls' mother, who grew up in early twentieth century
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Bengal where female education was scant and frequently socially frowned upon (Chaudhuri
1993; Kabir 2010). Kabir (2010) points out that while Hossain positions education as providing a
way for women to actively participate in political and scientific society, it also allows them to
challenge patriarchal norms and claim intellectual authority. In his terms, education is not just
symbolic but an implement of social change.

An ethical and rational rule is also centered in Hossain’s feminist utopia. Ladyland functions
based on logic and principles of empirical rationality, ethical conduct, and social justice
compared to the hierarchies that are shown as male-run and thus corrupted, inefficient or morally
bankrupt. Kumar (2018) and Rahman (2020) both point out that the connection between gender
equality and good governance in Hossain’s story serves as a case in point to illustrate the mutual
relationship between women empowerment and human and societal development. Hossain
places this telos of technological progress in a moral context, where science should work as a
tool of social amelioration and not subjection (which also roughly correspondent with the
feminist and postcolonial educational / rational planning / socie tal fairness discourses (Sen
2009; Das 2014).

Hossain’s condemnation of patriarchy is multifaceted. The story does this by imagining a society
in which women are the ruling sex, and it thereby interrogates the basis of male dominance and
reveals its moral and practical limitations. The distinction between Ladyland and the surrounding
patriarchal culture underscores that status hierarchies are human made and arbitrary, thereby
suggesting the possible superiority of female political rule (Ray, 2002). Furthermore, this tale
treats masculinity and femininity in unconventional terms through the placement of men within
domestic settings and women in situations of intellectual domination and political power.
According to Bacchilega, this narrative device emphasizes the socially constructed nature of
gender roles and maps out an operative model for equal access to social positions.

Intersectionality is apparent in Hossain’s work. Contemporary feminist analysis highlights the
complex and nuanced interrelation of gender, class, education and social status12; Hossain
foreshadows these concerns when she connects women’s intellectual agency with a larger project
of social reform. According to Chowdhury and Akter (2022), Ladyland is a society where the
issue of women’s education and rational government leads to social parity of the sexes,
demonstrating how multiple components within society are intertwined in name of gender
justice. Both Chaudhuri (1993) and Ahmad (2006) contend that Sultana’s Dream is a model of
socially transformative praxis in which women are represented as rational, ethically responsible
and intellectually competent agents. This representation reflects the work of postcolonial
feminists today for whom while equality before the law may be on paper, structural inequalities
remain, and it illustrates literature’s potential for intervening in policy and social change.

Allegory, satire and speculative imagination play a crucial part in Hossain’s story. Bacchilega
(1997) highlights how such narratological strategies can offer authors a means through which to
comment on social norms and designative realities. Satire makes fun of patriarchal norms, and
allegory enables readers to think about such critiques in a more symbolic way rather than
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confrontational. Hossain's speculative fancy, as honed in Ladyland, provides an effective tool for
a keen dissection of gendered positions of power with a subtlety and literary grace that lend this
provocative narrative its bite. The aesthetic realm fulfills its ethical, as well as pedagogical
function by providing rational government, moral order, and scientific progress as the actual
strategies for changing society. Sen and Das emphasize that the work in this collection illustrates
literature's potential to promote intellectual reflection and transformative social activism.

Sultana’s Dream holds a central place in South Asian feminist literature. Though feminist utopias
are associated most commonly with Western literary traditions, Hossain’s writing indicates that
such imaginative and critical moves are possible in postcolonial settings as well. The story reads
with the wel-known social and political scenario of South Asia, including colonial impact,
women's education and social reform while being in dialogue with transnational feminist theories
(Nair, 2014). Postcolonial studies calls for text such as Sultana’s Dream to be read, not just as
texts, but as interventions in contemporary socio-political debates. By imagining a world ruled
by rational, enlightened women, Hossain advances postcolonial feminist ideas and provides
creative solutions for the undermining of patriarchy and social improvement (cf. Chowdhury
2017).

Contemporary applicability of Sultana’s Dream is significant. Rahman (2020) and Kumar
(2018), argue that the focus on ethical governmentality, rationality, and education/learning play
into contemporary debates about sustainable development, social justice and gender. The story's
intersectional method prefigures recent debates on the connections between education,
governmentality and social justice. Sultana (2015) and Chowdhury (2017) also note that while
the utopian world is allegory, the text provides useful links to real options for achieving gender
justice and reforms in society. Ladyland is both critique and prescription, underlying literature’s
power to shape policy, pedagogy, and culture (Bacchilega, 1997; Sargent, 1983).

The body of scholarship on feminist utopias in general and South Asian feminist literature more
specifically suggests the centrality of Hossain’s Sultana’s Dream as a literary and sociopolitical
text. Hossain offers an inspiring vision of women’s empowerment and social change by placing
education, ethical politics and reason at the center. The allegory, satire and speculative
imagination of the tale enables a critical commentary on patriarchal norms as well as a model for
alternative social structures, making it relevant then and now. Moreover, the text’s treatment of
intersectional themes like education, class, governance and gender make it a key text for
researchers working on feminist knowledge production, postcolonial knowledge and social
justice in South Asia. Through a receipt that combines imaginative fiction with ethical
purposiveness and practical utility, Sultana’s Dream demonstrates the power of literature to be
transformative and serves as a model for gender-inclusive, reasonable and just societies. Are all
the sentence grammatically correct

Research Methodology
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This research followed a qualitative research design to analyze feminist utopia and patriarchal
criticism in Sultana’s Dream by Rokeya Shakhawat Hossain. The qualitative method was
considered appropriate as it enables an in-depth analysis of literary texts, particularly with regard
to the themes, symbols and discursive structures at play within a text (Creswell, 2014; Braun &
Clarke, 2006).

Data Source

The main dataset used in this study was the text of Sultana’s Dream created by Rokeya
Shakhawat Hossain (1905). Secondary sources were taken from academic articles and literary
reviews, as well as historical readings on feministic utopias, South Asian literature and gender
image in the society (Ahmad 2006; Chaudhuri 1993; Bacchilega 1997).

Data Collection Method

Data analysis was based on documentary data, which includes coded responses to statements for
themes related to patriarchy, gender parity power and relationship building. Women’s education
and social reform. Notes were made in a systematic way about narrative strategies, role of
characters, and utopian structures which the text put forward.

Data Analysis Technique

Data analysis followed Braun and Clarke’s (2006) six-phase framework of thematic analysis: (1)
familiarizing with the raw text, (2) generating initial codes, (3) searching for themes, (4)
reviewing themes, (5) defining and naming themes and 6. writing up the final report. The
triangulation of themes to second order literature was made for verifiability and
contextualization.

Ethical Considerations

Because this investigation used only published and archived materials, human subjects were not
included in it, and IRB approval was not necessary. The work cited was also attributed in a way
that preserved academic integrity & avoided plagiarism.

Reliability and Validity

In order to increase credibility of this study, it worked for the Systematic coding and repetition
reading, cross-checking with peer-reviewed secondary sources (Creswell, 2014). Continual
comparisons were made between interpretations and the academic literature, in order to avoid
simply projecting subjective understandings onto the data, as well as increase trustworthiness.

Results and Discussion

The themetatic analysis of Sultana's Dream uncloaked a few important findings about Rokeya
Shakhawat Hossain's criticisms and constructive visions regarding patriarchy, feminist utopia.
Three large themes surface: education and women’s empowerment, reversal of gender roles, and
utopian governance and societal reform.
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Women’s Empowerment through Education

The text points to education as the enabler for women’s liberation. In the imaginary world of
Ladyland, women are well educated in science and technology and rule the society entailing
Hossain’s aspiration for women education (Chaudhuri, 1993; Ahmad, 2006). Education enables
women to gain control over social decisions, a stark contrast to the patriarchal traditions of
Bengal society in the early twentieth century.

Reversal of Gender Roles

Hossain’s story is one of total role reversal with men confined to their homes and women present
in the public, political and scientific realms. This reversal corresponds to a focus on the culture
specific, conventional nature of gender hierarchies and interrogates social norms (Bacchilega
1997; Ray 2002). The text presents a society ruled by a woman, and shows an alternative model
of governance which could be efficient and fair in that it is under the leadership of women
according to feminist's beliefs on equality and fairness.

Utopian Governance and Societal Reform

The Ladyland society is ruled by reason, science and morality. In his words, Hossain dreams of a
world free from suppression, exploitation and discrimination based on gender where people are
helped using technology. This utopian archetype is another example of how she envisions
shoro’s business concern as a microcosm for society, and ultimately indicates her desire to warp
defunct patriarchy into a functioning patriarchy through women’s actions (Sarkar 32; Chaudhuri
324).

Discussion

The conclusions are that Hossain’s utopian is not allegorical but highly politicised, calling for
organisational transformation. The issues raised resonate with current feminist theory and the
importance of education, social engagement and ethical government as vectors for
empowerment. Furthermore, the story challenges authority of patriarchy by implying that if
women lead and know it's transformative for society.

In sum, Sultana’s Dream is firmly embedded as a literary and socio-political text that contributes
to the discussion of gender equality and empowerment, social reform in Bangladesh and beyond.
These findings highlight the dynamics of feminist utopias as a center from where patriarchal
structures could be challenged and alternative, just futures imagined.

Conclusion :

Sultana’s Dream has been read in the light of ‘feminist utopia’ and its critical representation of
patriarchy. Thematic analysis has revealed that the ideas of education, gender role reversal, and
utopian governance are central to Hossain’s vision of a just society. Education is indeed the best
vehicle for empowering women, by making them active participants in a society’s social,
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political or even scientific life. As that push-back is both anxiogenic and time-consuming, it’s
easier to just play by the rules; women entering spaces for men is an affront to patriarchy and a
demonstration of how potent feminine leadership can be. Furthermore, Hossain’s utopia lays
emphasis on reason morality and technology for societal change as a necessary condition. The
conclusions suggest that Sultana’s Dream is more than just fiction; it is a work which is
politically motivated and idealistic, aiming for structural changes in society. Hossain’s work
remains meaningful for contemporary feminist discussions, demonstrating the significance of
education, social engagement and moral leadership in achieving gender equality. The story, in
other words, serves as a literary and socio-political scaffolding for imagining alternate futures
where patriarchy is dismantled women's capabilities finally have found balance. This essay
highlights the importance of feminist utopias as conducive for critical thinking and action
towards more just social worlds.
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