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Abstract  

This study was carried out to examine socio-economic factors influencing juvenile delinquent 

behaviour among students of African Church Model College, Ogba, Lagos State. Variables such 

as parents’ occupation, household facilities, level of education and weekly income were 

considered interrelated with juvenile delinquency. Theories were highlighted and expounded on 

to explain socio-economic factors influencing delinquent behaviour. The theories considered in 

this study were social disorganization theory, sub-culture theory and social learning theory. In 

this study, the non-experimental research design was adopted, which consisted of a cross 

sectional survey and with the use of survey research instruments which are questionnaire and 

qualitative guide respectively. The simple random sampling was used in picking 240 (Two 

hundred and forty) respondents for this quantitative study and 10 for the qualitative study. 

However, only 228 questionnaires were properly filled and retrieved. Content analysis, simple 

percentage and chi-square analysis were used to analyze data obtained from the study. Results 

from this study showed no relationship was found between parent’s occupation and delinquent 

behaviour, household facilities had a relationship with delinquent behaviour, no relationship 

was found between parent’s level of education and delinquent behaviour, and a relationship was 

found between student’s weekly income and delinquent behaviour. Recommendations were made 

in tandem with the findings of this study.     
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Introduction     

Good behavior and performance are shown by children when they are surrounded by positive, 

good and supportive environment (Neppl et al., 2020). Children become competent and 

conscious as they go through physical, psychological, moral and spiritual development and this 

make them able to understand their capabilities. Broken families, lack of parental guidance and 

care, detrimental environment, lack of basic requirements, amongst others on the other hand are 

list of socio-economic factors responsible for juvenile delinquency that is on the rise in the 

society (Abhishek & Balamurugan, 2024). Several individuals and organizations have been of 

the opinion that a general definition would not be required if the term juvenile delinquency is 

restricted to those juveniles in the society who have committed criminal offences.             

Juvenile delinquency by definition is the involvement in either violent or non-violent crimes by 

individuals either children or adolescents who fall below the age of eighteen, and at the same 

time still considered to be a minor but involved in an offence which under normal circumstances 

would be appropriately punished by criminal processes (Cinini & Mkhize, 2023). Such 

individuals fall below the age enacted by the law for being responsible for crimes and therefore 

the court of law recognizes their behaviour as being delinquent. The age bracket and category of 

individuals recognized as juveniles are at variance in different countries. For example, in South 

Africa the correctional Services department recognizes all individuals that fall below the age of 

eighteen as children and individuals that fall below the age of twenty-one as juveniles in terms of 

participating in criminal acts that are antisocial nature (Young et al., 2017). Whilst it may not be 

easy to clearly state the domain of behaviours or acts that is considered antisocial, in a broader 

term, antisocial behaviour refers to being unable to adhere to social norms. Among persons 

regarded as being ‘antisocial’, they are recognized by their involvement in criminal acts and they 

are more prone to showcasing rage, being hostile, unnecessary anger and tension as well as 

lacking a conscience towards others. Anti-social persons are in addition recognized by their 

transgression of societal norms and rules, transgression of other people's basic rights as well as 

involvement in criminal acts (McRae, 2012). There are various activities that highlights 

antisocial behaviour and acts in which these offenders commit and they include assault, robbery, 

rape, grievous bodily harm, theft and attempted rape (Gupta et al., 2022).                

The term delinquency according to McRae (2012) depicts an individual responsible for an 

offence against a long standing established practice. According to him, two major factors are the 
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driving force of juvenile delinquency, that is, the legal and the non-legal. Whilst elaborating on 

the concept of juvenile delinquency, economic causes, family based causes, social environment 

causes, school environment causes, bad friends and peer groups etc. were highlighted as the root 

causes of child crimes. Solutions proffered by the juvenile justice (care and protection of 

children) Act 2000, the role of committee responsible for child welfare, suitable homes for 

shelter, child adoption, special police for juveniles, rehabilitation centers, foster care and 

reintegration into the social environment, adoption of child, sponsorship etc. are some factors 

that have been suggested by individuals to help prevent delinquent acts among children. The 

implementation of various reformative methods and instilling of good social values by parents, 

guardian and the government would help children and adolescents become a responsible citizen 

in the society (Elsayed, 2024).        

Juvenile delinquency has been one notable and serious issue affecting different homes, family, 

societies and countries of the world. For any home, family, society and country juvenile 

delinquency is no doubt a social disease and for a country like Nigeria and a state like Lagos, the 

concern is more terrible (Ogunjimi, 2019). The occurrence of juvenile delinquency therefore 

calls for attention for any country as it destroys the lives of young citizens in that country. 

Juvenile delinquency is has direct effects not only on individuals responsible or affected by the 

crime but also on their family, homes society and country and therefore bad to them as well. The 

trend of juvenile delinquency in Nigeria and Lagos state has rapidly been on the increase. This 

trend could be as a result of various socio-economic factors as teenage girls and boys in Nigeria 

become more caught up in various anti-social activities such as: sexual offences, addiction to 

drugs, extortion, trafficking of drugs, swipe, eve-teasing, criminalized politics, smuggling and 

sometimes acts related to murder and felony. 

 

Materials and Methods 

The survey research method, specifically the cross-sectional survey was adopted for this study. 

The location of the study was College Road, Ogba, Lagos State. African Church Model College 

was formally known as the African Church Teacher’s Training College when it was established 

in 1948. The study population were the students of African Church Model College, College 

Road, Ogba, Lagos State, Nigeria. 

To select the respondents from JSS3-SSS3 in this study, the simple random sampling technique 

was used. The selection of 10 teachers from 85 of them for the Key Informant Interview (KII) 

GSJ: Volume 12, Issue 12, December 2024 
ISSN 2320-9186 1728

GSJ© 2024 
www.globalscientificjournal.com



 

involved using the purposive sampling technique. Sample size in this study was 240 participants 

adopted for the quantitative study while 10 was adopted for the qualitative study (The sample 

frame of the teachers was 85, however, only 10 of them were selected across all departments for 

the qualitative study).                      

The quantitative research instrument (questionnaire) was both self-administered and researcher-

administered. The qualitative research instruments (key informant interview) for this study was 

carried out through face-to-face method.  

 Data obtained from this study after retrieving questionnaire were analysed through SPSS 

(Statistical Package for Social Sciences) to derive the mean. The Chi-square test was used to test 

the significance of the study's hypotheses. 

Study participants were adequately educated of the purpose of the research and what it entailed 

prior to their participation. Their anonymity and confidentiality were ensured. All individuals 

participating in the study were also informed that they can withdraw from participating in the 

study at any point if they are not comfortable with the study questionnaire and interview. 

 

Results 

Table I: Socio-Demographic Profile of Respondents 

Variables Frequency Percentage (%) 

Age   

Below 11 years 11 4.8 

12-14 years 159 69.7 

15 & above 58 25.4 

Total 228 100 

Religion   

Christianity 128 56.1 

Islam 97 42.5 

Others 3 1.3 

Total 228 100 

Ethnic group   

Yoruba 115 50.4 

Igbo 79 34.6 

Hausa 5 2.2 

Others 29 12.7 

Total 228 100 

Family type   

Monogamy 168 73.7 

Polygamy 60 26.3 

Total 228 100 

Parent's marital status   
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Married 119 52.2 

Divorced 18 7.9 

Single parent 54 23.7 

Widowed 33 14.5 

Others 4 1.8 

Total 228 100 

Table (i) above showcases the demographic characteristics of respondents. Looking at the age of 

respondents, it can be seen that majority of the respondents were between the ages of 12 and 14 

years (69.7%). The table further elucidates that for the distribution of respondents by religious 

affiliation, there were more Christian respondents than those who practice Islam and other 

Religion group. As regards ethnic group of respondents, the table shows that Yoruba is the ethnic 

group of most of the respondents because study location is inhabited predominantly the Yoruba 

ethnic group.  In terms of parent’s marriage type, majority of the respondents were from 

monogamous homes (73.7%). As regards parent’s marital status, it can be seen that majority of 

the respondents were married (52.2%).    

Table II: Percentage Distribution of Respondents by Involvement in Juvenile Delinquency  

Variables Frequency  Percentage % 

Involvement in juvenile delinquency 

Involved  

Not Involved 

 

61 

167 

 

26.8 

73.2 

Total 228 100.0 

Acts of juvenile delinquency involved 

in  

Truancy  

Theft  

Physical Assault  

Substance abuse 

Others  

Not Applicable 

 

 

11 

16 

29 

3 

2 

167 

 

 

4.8 

7.0 

12.7 

1.3 

0.9 

73.2 

Total 228 100.0 

Number of times involved in juvenile 

delinquency 

All the time 

Most times 

Sometimes 

Once in a while  

Not Applicable 

 

 

6 

27 

20 

8 

167 

 

 

2.6 

11.8 

8.8 

3.5 

73.2 

Total 228 100.0 

Having friends who are involved in 

juvenile delinquency 

I have  

I don’t have  

 

 

136 

92 

 

 

59.6 

40.4 

Total 228 100.0 
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Punishment for being disobedient  

Yes 

No 

 

155 

73 

 

68.0 

32.0 

Total  228 100.0 

(Source: Author, 2021) 

Table (ii) depicts the percentage distribution of respondents who are involved in juvenile 

delinquency. The table shows that majority of the respondents (73.2%) are involved in juvenile 

delinquency. In terms of juvenile delinquency acts which respondents are involved in, majority 

of the respondents have physically assaulted someone before. As regards the number of times the 

respondents engage in acts of juvenile delinquency, the table show that majority of the 

respondents engage in an act of juvenile delinquency most times. On whether they have friends 

who are involved in juvenile delinquency, majority of the respondents have friends who are 

involved in juvenile delinquency. With regards to whether the respondents get punished for 

being disobedient, majority of the respondents get punished for being disobedient.   

Table III:  Percentage Distribution of Respondents by Parents’ Occupation and 

Involvement in Juvenile Delinquency 

Variables Frequency  Percentage % 

Father’s occupational status 

Employed 

Self-employed 

Unemployed 

 

162 

62 

4 

 

71.1 

27.2 

1.8 

Total 228 100.0 

Mother’s occupational status 

Employed 

Self-employed 

Unemployed 

 

62 

156 

10 

 

27.2 

68.4 

4.4 

Total  228 100.0 

Father’s nature of employment 

Engineering  

Civil servant  

Teaching 

Medical Practitioner 

Trading  

Others 

Not Applicable 

 

16 

69 

30 

5 

100 

4 

4 

 

7.0 

30.3 

13.2 

2.2 

43.9 

1.8 

1.8 

Total 228 100.0 

Mother’s nature of employment  

Civil servant  

Teaching 

Medical Practitioner 

Trading  

Others 

Not Applicable 

 

30 

73 

17 

91 

7 

10 

 

13.2 

32.0 

7.5 

39.9 

3.1 

4.4 
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Total  228 100.0 

Spending time with respondents 

They do 

They don’t  

 

154 

74 

 

67.5 

32.5 

Total 228 100.0 

Time spent with respondents  

All the time 

Most times 

Sometimes 

Once in a while 

Not Applicable  

 

21 

39 

83 

11 

74 

 

9.2 

17.1 

36.4 

4.8 

32.5 

Total 228 100.0 

(Source: Author, 2021) 

Table (iii) depicts the percentage distribution of respondents by parents’ occupation and their 

involvement in juvenile delinquency. Looking at occupational status, majority of fathers (71.1%) 

of the respondents were employed while majority of mothers (68.4%) of respondents were self-

employed. As regards the mother’s and father's nature of employment, majority (43.9% of 

fathers and 39.9% of mothers) are traders. On whether their parents spend time with them, 

parents of most of the respondents (67.5%) spend time with them. On the time spent with 

respondents, the table show that majority of the parents respondents (36.4%) spend time with 

them sometimes. 

Table IV:  Percentage Distribution of Respondents by Household Facilities and 

Involvement in Juvenile Delinquency 

Variables Frequency  Percentage % 

Access to multimedia tools 

I have  

I don’t have  

 

184 

44 

 

80.7 

19.3 

Total 228 100.0 

Frequency of meal 

Once 

Twice 

Three times 

More than three times 

 

19 

127 

73 

9 

 

8.3 

55.7 

32.0 

3.9 

Total 228 100.0 

Satisfaction with provision made  

Satisfied 

Not satisfied 

Indifferent  

 

18 

128 

82 

 

7.9 

56.1 

36.0 

Total 228 100.0 

Parents ability to take care of 

needs  

Able 

Not able 

 

 

171 

57 

 

 

75.0 

25.0 
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Total 228 100.0 

How well are parents able to 

take care of daily needs  

Excellently well 

Fairly well  

Just well 

Not Applicable 

 

 

25 

103 

43 

57 

 

 

11.0 

45.2 

18.9 

25.0 

Total 228 100.0 

(Source: Author, 2021) 

Table (iv) depicts the percentage distribution of respondents by household facilities and 

involvement in juvenile delinquency. It can be seen from the table that majority of the 

respondents (80.7%) have access to multimedia tools. In terms of frequency of meal, majority of 

the respondents (55.7%) eat twice in a day. In terms of satisfaction with the provision made by 

parents. Majority of the respondents (56.1%) are not satisfied with the provision made by their 

parents. On parents’ ability to take care of needs, parents of 75.0% of the respondents are able to 

take care of their needs while the parents of 25.0% of the respondents are not able. As regards 

how well the parents are able to take care of the respondents daily needs, parents of 11.0% of the 

respondents are able to take care of their needs excellently well, 45.2% are able to do that fairly 

well and 18.9% are able to do that just well. 

Table V:  Percentage Distribution of Respondents by Parents Level of Education and 

Involvement in Juvenile Delinquency 

Variables Frequency  Percentage % 

Father’s level of education  

No formal education 

Primary education 

Secondary education  

Tertiary education 

 

6 

13 

76 

133 

 

2.6 

5.7 

33.3 

58.3 

Total 228 100.0 

Mother’s level of education  

No formal education 

Primary education 

Secondary education  

Tertiary education  

 

12 

20 

144 

52 

 

5.3 

8.8 

63.2 

22.8 

Total 228 100.0 

Parents monitoring academic performance   

They do 

They don’t  

 

66 

162 

 

28.9 

71.1 

Total 228 100.0 

Number of times parents monitor 

academic performance   

All the time 

Most times 

Sometimes  

 

 

30 

19 

10 

 

 

13.2 

8.3 

4.4 
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Once in a while 

Not Applicable 

7 

162 

3.1 

71.1 

Total  228 100.0 

Parents engaging respondents in academic 

discussions 

Yes 

No 

 

 

48 

180 

 

 

21.1 

78.9 

Total 228 100.0 

(Source: Author, 2021)   

Table (v) presents the percentage distribution of respondents by parents’ level of education and 

involvement in juvenile delinquency. It is shown from the table that the fathers of majority of the 

respondents (58.3%) had tertiary education while mothers of majority of the respondents (63.2%) 

had secondary education. In the table, parents of 28.9% of the respondents monitor their 

academic performance while 71.1% don’t. As regards the number of times their parents monitor 

their academic performance, parents of 13.2% of the respondents monitor their academic 

performance all the time, 8.3% monitor their academic performance most times, 4.4% monitor 

their academic performance sometimes and 3.1% monitor their academic performance once in a 

while. Also in the table, parents of majority of the respondents (78.9%) do not engage them in 

academic discussions.   

Table VI:  Percentage Distribution of Respondents by Students Weekly Allowance and 

Involvement in Juvenile Delinquency 

Variables Frequency  Percentage % 

Receiving weekly allowance  

I do  

I don’t  

 

195 

33 

 

85.5 

14.5 

Total 228 100.0 

Amount of weekly allowance 

received  

Less than N500 

N501 – N1500 

N1501 – N2500 

N2501 and above 

Not Applicable  

 

97 

57 

25 

16 

33 

 

42.5 

25.0 

11.0 

7.0 

14.5 

Total 228 100.0 

Person that makes provision for 

allowance  

Father 

Mother  

Both parents 

Relatives 

Others 

Not Applicable 

 

 

86 

38 

66 

3 

2 

33 

 

 

37.7 

16.7 

28.9 

1.3 

0.9 

14.5 
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Total  228 100.0 

Nature of allowance  

Consistent  

Not consistent 

Not Applicable 

 

172 

23 

33 

 

75.4 

10.1 

14.5 

Total 228 100.0 

Satisfaction with weekly allowance  

Satisfied  

Not satisfied  

Indifferent 

Not Applicable  

 

40 

92 

63 

33 

 

17.5 

40.4 

27.6 

14.5 

Total 228 100.0 

(Source: Author, 2021)    

Table (vi) depicts the percentage distribution of respondents by Students weekly allowance and 

involvement in juvenile delinquency. It is shown in the the table that majority of the respondents 

(85.5%) receive weekly allowance from parents. As regards the amount of weekly allowance 

received from parents, majority of the respondents (42.5%) receive less than N500 as weekly 

allowance. In terms of the person that provides the weekly allowance. In the table, majority of 

the respondents (37.7%) receive allowance from their fathers. As regards whether the allowance 

is consistent, 75.4% of the respondents stated that it is consistent while 10.1% of the respondents 

stated otherwise. Also in the table, 17.5% of the respondents are satisfied with their weekly 

allowance, 40.4% are not satisfied and 27.6% are indifferent.  

Table VII: Relationship between Parents’ Occupation and Involvement in Juvenile 

Delinquency 

 

Model 

Unstandardized 

Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

t Sig. 

B Std. Error Beta 

(Constant) 1.749 0.128  13.683 0.000 

Father’s Occupation  -0.003 0.020 -0.009 -0.129 0.897 

Mother’s Occupation  -0.000 0.026 -0.001 -0.016 0.987 

(Source: Author, 2021)       

The table above depicts a linear regression done test the relationship between the parental 

occupation and involvement in juvenile delinquency. Result shows that none of the variables are 

significant with p-values of 0.897 and 0.987 respectively, which explains that there is no 

significant relationship between them.     
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Findings from the Qualitative Section 

Findings from the qualitative study show that there is no connection between parents’ occupation 

and delinquent behaviour of the children. Majority of the teachers that were interviewed stated 

that children who exhibit delinquent and violent behaviours do so irrespective of their parents’ 

occupation. Some of the key responses can be seen below:                                      

“I know of students who are from parents who are gainfully 

employed with a good job that are into violent activities 

and there are some children whose parents are struggling, 

yet they are very obedient and responsible, so I don’t think 

the occupation of parents has anything to do with the 

delinquent behaviour of their children.” 

(IDI, 38years/Female/Teacher/October 2021) 

“There are some students here whose parents are teachers 

and even full-time pastors and they are the ones disturbing 

the whole school most of the time, you begin to wonder, 

why it is like this (laughs), but this is life, things like that 

happen.” 

(IDI, 41years/Male/ Teacher/October 2021) 

Table VIII: Relationship between Household Facilities and Involvement in Juvenile 

Delinquency 

Parents ability to take 

care of needs 

Involvement in juvenile delinquency  

Total Involved Never involved 

Able  33 (19.3%) 138 (80.7%) 171 (100.0%) 

Not Able 28 (49.1%) 29 (50.9%) 57 (100.0%) 

Total 61 (26.8%) 167 (73.2%) 228 (100.0%) 

X2 = 19.405, df = 1-p-value= 0.000 

(Source: Author, 2021) 

Table (viii) above reveals that the calculated value (x2) is 19.405 and the ‘p’ value is 0.000, 

which is less than 0.05 level of significance. Hence the Null Hypothesis (H0) is rejected and the 

Alternative Hypothesis (H1) is accepted. This means that there is a relationship between parent’s 

ability to take care of needs and involvement in juvenile delinquency. 

Findings from the Qualitative Section 

This section looks the qualitative finding on the connection between household facilities and 

involvement in Juvenile Delinquency. The qualitative finding is also in tandem with findings 
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from the quantitative data. Majority of the interviewed teachers stated that most of the students 

who are very rough in school are from homes where they don’t have access to certain facilities 

and are not been properly taken care of. Some of the responses can be seen below: 

“Some of the students who have been involved in theft were 

caught recently, the excuse most of them gave is that they 

stole from their classmates because they were hungry and 

needed to get food and other stuffs. Some also stated that 

there were certain things they don’t have at home, which 

they have been craving to have access to, so when they see 

their friends having access to these things, jealousy sets 

in.” 

(IDI, 33years/Female/ Teacher/October 2021) 

“You cannot take away the fact that children who have 

access to beautiful things at home and are been properly 

taken care of, would be more focused in class compared to 

those are not being taken care of or lack basic facilities.” 

(IDI, 30years/Male/ Teacher/October 2021) 

Table IX: Relationship between Parent’s Level of Education and Delinquent Behaviour. 

 

Model 

Unstandardized 

Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

t Sig. 

B Std. Error Beta 

(Constant) 1.419 0.182  7.810 0.000 

Father’s level of education 0.062 0.044 0.093 1.387 0.164 

Mother’s level of education 0.038 0.041 0.062 0.928 0.355 

(Source: Author, 2021)   

The table above depicts a linear regression done to test the relationship between the parental 

level of education and involvement in juvenile delinquency. Fathers’ level of education and 

mothers’ level of education were factors considered. Result shows that none of the variables are 

significant with p-values of 0.164 and 0.355 respectively, which explains that no significant 

relationship exist between them.  

Findings from the Qualitative Section 

This section presents the qualitative findings on the relationship between parent’s education level 

and delinquent behaviour. Finding from the quantitative data shows that there is no relationship 

between parents’ education level and delinquent behaviour, however, the aforementioned was 

slightly negated by the quantitative finding. Some of the respondents (teachers) that were 
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interviewed argued that the level of education of parents have a way of influencing while some 

of the respondents think otherwise. Below are some of their responses: 

“I think parents who are well educated create time to check 

and guide their children because they understand the value 

of education. You can tell when you see their kids because 

these kids don’t joke with their studies, they know their 

parents will check their works when they get home.” 

(IDI, 40years/Female/ Teacher/October 2021) 

“For me, it only takes the grace of God to train your 

children, whether you are educated or not, that cannot stop 

a child from being stubborn. These children associate with 

some friends who are involved in delinquent activities; 

thus, they imbibe those characters overtime.” 

(IDI, 39years/Female/ Teacher/October 2021)     

Table X: Relationship between Weekly Income and Involvement in Delinquent Behaviour 

 

Week Income 

Involvement in Juvenile Delinquency  

Total Involved  Not involved 

I do  38 (19.5%) 157 (80.5%) 195 (100.0%) 

I don’t  23 (69.7%) 10 (30.3%) 33 (100.0%) 

Total 61 (26.8%) 167 (73.2%) 228 (100.0%) 

X2 = 36.309, df = 1-p-value= 0.000 

(Source: Author, 2021)   

Table (x) above reveals that the calculated value (x2) is 36.309 and the ‘p’ value is 0.000, which 

is less than 0.05 level of significance. Hence the Null Hypothesis (H0) is rejected and the 

Alternative Hypothesis (H1) is accepted. This means that there is a relationship between 

receiving weekly allowance and involvement in delinquent behaviour. 

Findings from the Qualitative Section 

This section presents the content analysis of the qualitative finding on the relationship between 

weekly income and involvement in delinquent behaviour. Findings from the qualitative data as 

regards weekly income and delinquent behaviour, are in tandem with findings from the 

quantitative finding of this work. The qualitative finding shows that most of the students that 

were given weekly allowance by their parents were not involved in delinquent behaviour, 

however, reverse is the case for those that were involved. Below are some of the responses: 

“I told you already that most of the students that were 

given money by their parents weekly or by some family 

members or so, are not the ones you find where we have 

issues of theft and some other violent activities. We find 

more of these problematic behaviours from students who 

are not sure of where to get money from.” 
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(IDI, 33year/Female/ Teacher/October 2021) 

“I think it’s a common thing we face, most of the children 

you see on the street of Lagos, looking for what to eat, are 

like that because they have nobody giving them income or 

allowance consistently. So, this applies to the school 

environment too.” 

(IDI, 30years/Male/ Teacher/October 2021) 

 

Discussion of Findings 

Findings in this study are in tandem with some of the findings in the literature review of this 

work. Sociologists are as interested in socioeconomic position as they are in class because it is 

considered that this status has a variety of effects on one's life chances. The socio-economic 

standing of a family is a relatively uncontrolled category in most African countries and around 

the world (Stoebenau et al., 2021). And is determined through the combinations of parents' 

criteria such as educational level of parents, parents' occupation, parent's source of income as 

well as income generated, parent's domicile, and wealth status. The scores can be further 

classified into socioeconomic groups like: poor, middle and high socioeconomic status 

(American Psychological Association, 2007). Through all socio-economic groups, major 

challenges are faced by parents in terms of training and provision of optimal care for their 

children. These challenges are even more obvious among families that are poor as these poor 

families struggle to provide family basic needs necessary to sustain the family members as they 

find these challenges more difficult to cope with. Some literatures from this study as well as post 

conventional wisdom are already of the idea that children born into poor and lower working class 

families or young people that are born or group up from these “dangerous classes” have more 

tendency to get involved in delinquent behaviour and acts. Children or adolescents who grow up 

or live in social environments and homes that are unstable are regarded to be at-risk children as 

they are much more exposed and vulnerable to detrimental influences (Vidal et al., 2016). 

Furthermore, the socio-economic status of parents can instigate antisocial behaviour among their 

children which can result in later life a criminally deviant behaviour depending on the degree and 

type of influences. Juvenile delinquency no doubt remains a major social problem to the world 

and Nigeria in particular as its effects is felt across the Nigerian society. Juvenile delinquency 

among adolescents is becoming predominant and high rate of delinquent acts in Nigeria is no 

doubt a serious issue not only to the citizens but also to leaders and the government. This issues 
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raised is not only because of its violent nature but also from the number of delinquent acts 

reported daily as well as its sophisticated dimensions. 

 

Conclusion    

Adolescents especially in their early teen years are vulnerable and subject to a great deal of 

certain factors in order to adapt to certain norms, customs, values and behaviors. Juvenile 

delinquency remains a salient matter today and the search for answers to its causative factors 

continues. It is on this note very pertinent to carry out this study in order to understand the reason 

for delinquent activities amongst girls, so that pragmatic solutions can be designed to help policy 

makers, school authorities, NGOs and the likes in drafting future plans to tackle the issue of 

juvenile delinquency. Based on findings obtained from this study, the following were 

recommended: 

i. Parents should make the home a conducive environment and not hostile or unfriendly 

for their children. This would prevent children becoming withdrawn and not lured 

into delinquent acts by friends they see as alternative to seek solace. 

ii. Parents should try as much as possible to give their children weekly allowance, no 

matter how small, as this will make them focus on other important things like their 

academics and not how to make money (which invariably push them into involving in 

delinquent activities. 

iii. Research should further be carried out to examine other factors connected to juvenile 

delinquency and family instability. 
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